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1 following Diſcourſes, which con- 
tain a brief State and Confutation of 
the chief Popiſh Doctrines, are thus de- 
tached from the ſixth Volume of Archbiſhop 
Steck ERR's Sermons that they may become of 


more general Uſe in this Kingdom; where 


unhappily candid and judicious Treatiſes on 
ſuch Subjects are never unſeaſonably offered 
to the Public. They bear the Name of a 
great and excellent Man ; of whom it may 
be truly ſaid that few Prelates of any Age or 
Country have made nearer Approaches to 
Perſection of Character. His Writings ſhew 
an exact Knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
of the Controverſies ſubſiſting among 
Chriſtians; an extenſive Acquaintance.,.. . 
with the beſt Kinds of Learning, and a 
deep Inſight into human Nature. They are 
occaſionally recommended by a natural and 
commanding Eloquence, but their diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark is a plain and perſpicuous 
Manner ; the Writer, whoſe Goodneſs of 
Heart appears every where in his Works as 
it did in his Life, manifeſtly neglecting Or- 
nament for the great Purpole of being 


' uſeful. 
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Tranſubſtantiation, 
Virgin Mary, 

Unction, extreme, 
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= Exlorting and Ae that this is the true 
XZ Grace of God wherein ye ſland, 1 


HE Happineſs of all Creatures depends 
intirely on their Obedience to his Will 

whoſe ſovercign Power created and rules 

the World. Now the Will of God is made 
known to us in Part by'natural Reaſon ; and they 
who have no other Law ſhall be judged by that 
alone. But as Reaſon was unable ts teach Man- 
kind a great Number of Things very important 
to be known, and in Fact, did teach moſt of 
them but a ſmall Part of what it might have 
done; God was mercifully pleaſed to ſuperadd 
the Light of Revelation to it, and place us 
under the Conduct of both jointly. Such an addi- 
tional Proviſion, it might have been hoped, had 
cleared up all Doubts; but partly the Weakneſs, 
2 the Wickedneſs of Men, hath turned even 
this Light into Darkneſs, and made it multiply 
Diſputes inſtead of ending them. Still we have 
no Reaſon to be diſcouraged ; for every upright 
and conſiderate Perſon may after all, with 5 


2 N NI. 5 
Care, very eaſily ſee his Way before him, clear Piſci 
enough to walk init. But we have great Reaſon his 
to uſe this Care, and make ſuch Enquiry amidſt Acc 
the different Paths, which different Perſon: Goff 
point out to us, as will give us Cauſe to be ſatis- 0 Mer 
hed we chuſe the Right. Now of all the dif- NIer 
ferent Opinions which have riſen concergihg the Fpi 
Chriſtian Religion, there have been few#ſo re- tine 
markable as that which divides this Pa of the tair 
World into Popiſh and Prottlunt. Y Hoſe of the out 
former Communion, it ſeems, think us of the 
latter quite out of the Way to Salvation, and N. 
accordingly are unwearied in perſuading, as they No 
have Opportunity, the Members of our Church, io 
eſpecially the lower and more ignorant Part of WP 
them, to quit it for theirs. The Neceſſity of ö 7 
doing this, they inſiſt upon ſome Times with ſo Wl » 
much Plauſibility, and always with ſo much Con» WR / 
fidence, that I hope you will not think à fe- 
Diſcourſes ill nol on a Subject of ſuch ver = : 
great Importance both to our private Satisfaction Wl 
and Public Security, in refuting the Arguments 1 
they uſually bring againſt us, and teſliſying that Wl 
this is the true Grace of God wherein ye tand. 
Io proceed regularly in this Matter, I ſhall 

I. Exquire what is the Rule of Chriſtian Faith 
and Life; and Pn ct wort d. 0 

II. Examine, by this Rule the peculiar Doc- 
trines and Practices of the Ramiſb Church. 

I. I ſhall enquire what is the Rule of Chiſtian 
Faith and Life; from whence we are to learn 
what 'T hings our Religion requires as neceſſary, 
and what it forbids as unlawful ; for, if we do 
the one and avoid the other, we are undoubtedly: _ 
ſafe, Now as Jeſur Chriſt is the ſole Author of ' Wl 
aur Faith (a), thoſe Things, and thoſe Alone, 
which he taught himſelf, and commiſſoned bis 


e Heb, xi, 2, b 
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Disciple 


it. Men, after their Converſion, we rea 


* TW 3 
wi FD iiciples to teach, are Parts of our Faith. What 
on his Doctrine was we find in no leſs than four 
Accounts of his Life and Preaching given 1n the 


Goſpels. To what Belief his Diſciples converted 
Men, we find in the Acts. What _ taught 
in the 


he Fpiſtles. Theſe ſeveral Books, which make up 


1 


F; 
5 


e Ithe New Teſtament, all Chriſtians allow to con- 


he i; 


tain an original and 1 true Account of 
our Religion. The only poſſible Queſtion is, 
Whether they contain a full and clear Account. 
Nou ſuch a one they without Queſtion intended 
to give, for what could induce them deſignedly 
to give any other? Beſides, St. Luke, in the very 
== Bcginning of his Goſpel, tells us, that Aaving a 
perfect Underſtanding of thoſe T hings which were 
We bclicved amongſt Chriſtians, he had taken in Hand ts 
et forth a Declaration of them, that thoſe he wrote 
to might know the Certainty of what they had been 
inſtrutted in. And St. Fon, in the Concluſion of 
his, tells us, that though our Saviour did, and 
doubtleſs ſaid alſo, many Things that were not 
written in that Book, yet theſe, ſays he, are writ- 
ten that ye might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
the Son of God, and that believing ye might have 
Life through his Name (b). This being then their 
Intention, can we poſſibly think they Failed of it? 
Two of the Evangeliſts at leaſt were conſtantly 
preſent at our Savicur's Diſcourſes, the other 
two heard them either from him or his imme- 
diate Followers, and they had the Promiſe of his 
Spirit to bring ell Things to their Remembrance 
whatſoever he had ſaid unto them (c). Covld they 
after all forget any Part of this that was material 
and neceſſary ? That any of them ſhould do fo 
is very ſtrange; much more that they all ſhould, 
'That St, Luke, the Companion of the Apoſtles, 


(5) Jobs xx. 30, 31» (e Jehn xiv. 26. 
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4 SER MON. t 
and the Writer of their AQts, that he too, in - 
relating what they taught their Converts, ſhould 
unhappily omit any Thing eſſential, till adds to , 
the Wonder; and that no one of the many 
Epiſtles written to inſtruct the Churches in their 
Faith and Duty, ſhould ſupply this Defeat, is 
beyond all Belief, 7 

But ſuppoſing the Scripture ever fo perfect in 

itſelf, yet the Church of Rame objects that it is ; 
not clear to us; even to the Learned many Things 
are bard to be underſtood ; which therefore to 
the Unlearned muſt be impoſſible. Nay ſome- 
times they tell us not one Sentence of it hath a 
Meaning, which by our own private Judgment 
we can be certain cf. But ſurely the Apoſtles 
were not worſe Writers with a divine Aſſiſtance, 
than others commonly are without it. What they 
ipoke and preached was plain ; elſe they ſpoke to 
vo Purpoſe: and why ſhould not the ſame Things 
be as plain when they were written down ? Some 
Paſſages indeed might to ſome Perſons be diffi- 
cult, even at firſt: and more are doubtleſs be- 
come ſo by Length of Time. But that the Main 
of the — Teſtament is intelligible enough 
cannot be with any Modeſty denied. And for 
the Reſt, what at firſt Sight is difficult, may with 
due Conſideration of our own, and Help of others 
de made ealy ; what is obſcurely expreſſed. in 
one Place, may be clearly expreſſed in another; 
ond what is clearly expreſſed in no Place, we 
may ſafely for that very Reaſon conclude it 1s 
not A tor us to underſtand or believe. 

But allowing the Scriprures to have been at 
firſt ſufficiently intelligible, how do we know they 
are come down to us uncorrupted? I anſwer, by 
all the ſame Arguments which prove the Incor- 

ruptneſs of any other ancient Bock in the World, 
and by this Argument farcher, that hae pokes 
W | _ NAVINg 
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having many more Copies of them, being much 


uld i wider diſperſed and much more carefully read, 

to and warmly diſputed about, than any other what- 
ny ever; it is in Proportion more incredible that ei- 
eir ther Chance or Deſign ſhould alter them in any 


Thing conſiderable without Diſcovery from ſome 
Quarter, even were no particular Providence to 
watch over Writings ſo worthy of its Care. And 
is accordingly in Fatt amidſt all the various Read- 

ings which ſuch a Number of Copies muſt pro- 
duce, there is not one that affects the leaſt Ar- 
ticle of our Religion. But if ever ſo faithfully 
WE preſerved, ſtill how ſhalt the Unlearned know 
WE when they are faithfully tranſlated? Why, moſt 
Paſſages all Parties agree in, and on thoſe they 
diſagree about, common Senſe, Compariſon of 
other Texts, Conſideration of what goes before 
and after, and conſulting, as Opportunity offers, 


| = and honeſt Perſons of different Perſua- 
F 


ns, will enable any Perſon to paſs a ſufficient 
udgment, ſo far as he 1s concerned to judge, 
hich is right and which is wrong, which is clear 
and which is doubtful. Indeed there is in general 
but little Danger of any groſs Impoſitions upon 
Men being attempted, much leſs ſucceeding for 
any Continuance, in a Land of Knowledge and 
Freedom, whatever may be or hath been under 
Popiſh Tyranny and Darkneſs. Since therefore 
the Scriptures contain a full and clear Account of 
Chriſtianity written by the very Apoſtles and firſt 
Diſciples of our Lord himſelf, and honeſtly de- 
lIivered down into our Hands, we have plainly 
ſuch a Rule for our Faith as all Men in all Caſes 
are ever fatisfed with, nor have we any Need 
to look farther. And yet the farther we do look 
into other pretended Rules, the better we ſhall 
be ſatisfied with that we have already. For, let 
what will be ſaid againſt Scripture as not being a 


- 
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ſufficlent Rule, it muſt be a ſufficient one, unleſs 


there be ſome other; and upon a fair Examina- ; 'Þ 
tion it will evidently appear there is no other, RF 


The Romaniſis indeed tell us of one which the 


ſpeak of in very high Terms; and that is the *F 


traditionary DoQrine of what they call the Ca- 
tholic Church. The Apoſtles, they ſay, inſtruct- 
ed their Converts very diligently in every Arti- 
cle of Faith. Thoſe Converts again, knowin 
it to be their indiſpenſable Duty, could not fail 
to inſtruct with the ſame Diligence, Miniſters 
their Flocks, Parents their Children, every Chri- 
ian his Neighbour, © And thus, by a continued 
| Succeſſion of teaching, all the Doctrines of Reh- 
gion are handed down in their Church, they tell 
us, uncorrupted to this Day. Whoever either 
added, omitted or changed ny Thing, muſt, 
they think, by every one round him, be immedi- 
ately charged with a Miſtake ; and, if he perſiſt- 
ed in it, convicted of a Hereſy, whilſt the reſt 
were confirmed in the ancient Truth. And 
therefore to hold what the Church holds is a Rule 
that can never miſlead us. Now it muſt be own- 
ed indeed that our Saviour delivered his Doctrine 
to the Apoſtles, and they to all the World by 
Word of Mouth ; and this Way of Delivery at 
firft was ſufficient, and therefore St. Pau] exhorts 
the Theſſalonians to hold faſt the Traditions he had 
taught them, whether by Word or hy Letter (4d). 
But then in the Nature of Things how long 
could this laſt ? Suppoſe but the eaſieſt common 
Story were to be told from one Perfon to an6- 
ther, without being written down, for only 100 
or 200 Vears, and let each Perſon as he receiv- 
ed it have never fo ſtrict a Charge to tell it in 
the ſame Manner: yet, long before the End of 
that Time, what Security could we poſſibly 
4) 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. 


have 


— 
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leſs Wave that it was true at firſt and unaltered till ? 
na- And you cannot but ſee there is much leſs Se- 
Furity that a conſiderable Number of Doctrines, 
Zſpecially ſuch as compoſe the Pepiſh Creed, 
hould be brought down ſafe for 1700 Years to- 
ether, through ſo many Millions of Hands, that 
Pere all liable, through Ignorance, Forgetful- 
ZDÞeſs, and Superſtition, to miſtake them, or, 
through Knavery and Deſign, to alter them. 
1 But it will be ſaid, in a Caſe of ſuch Importance 
s Religion, Men would be more careful in de- 
ivering Truth than in others. Undoubtedly 
hey ought: but who can be ſecure that they 
ould? It is of equal Importance to be careful 
n practiſing it too; yet we all know how this 
bath been neglected in the World: and therefore 
b \ have Reaſon to think the other hath been no leſs 
ſo. But whoever made the firſt Change, wy 
WF ſay, muſt have been immediately (diſcovered. 
Now ſo far from this, that Perſons make Changes 
in what they relate without diſcovering it them- 
1 ſelves; Alterations come in by inſenſible Degrees: 
one Man leaves out, or varies, or add? one 
little Circumſtance: the next, another: till it 
grow imperceptibly into a different Thing. In 
one Age a Doctrine is delivered as a pro- 
8 bable Opinion, the following Age ſpeaks of it 
s certain Truth: and the third advances 
it into an Article of Faith. Perhaps an Oppoſi- 
tion riſes upon this, as many have done: Some 
have ſaid ſuch a Doctrine was delivered to them, 
others that it was not: and who can tell whether 
at laſt the right Side or the wrong have ꝓrevailed? 
Only this is certain, that which ſoever prevails, 
F though by a ſmall Majority at firſt, will uſe all 
Means of Art and Power to make it appear an 
univerſal Conſent at laſt; and then plead unin- 
A4 terrupted 
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terrupted Tradition. But though, ſuch "Thing 
as theſe may poſhbly be done in almoſt any Age, pn 
yet they are eaſy to be done in ſuch Ages, a ih 
were five or fix of thoſe that preceded the Re- Wi 
formation; when, by the Confeſſion of their own Wn 
Hiſtorians, both Clergy and Laity were fo I | 


, 


univerſally and ſo monſtrouſly ignorant and vi- « 
cious, that nothing was too bad for them to do, 
or too abſurd for them to believe. But ſtill they 
tell us, we Proteſtants receive it upon the Autho- 
rity of Tradition, that Scripture is the Word of ä⁶ 
God: and why can we not as well receive other 
Things upon the ſame Authority ? I anfwer, we 
receive Scripture by no Means upon the Autho- ü 
rity of Tradition merely: much leſs the Tradi- 
tion of their preſent Chuch ; but partly on Ac- al 
count of its own Reaſonableneſs, and the Charac- i 
ters of divine Wiſdom in it; partly from the Wl 
Teſtimony which one Part of it bears to the 
other ; and laſtly upon the written Evidence given 
us, chiefly indeed by the earlieſt Chriſtians, but 
in ſome — alſo by Jews and Heathens them- 
ſelves, that the Authors of theſe Books were the 
Diſciples of our Lord, and the Things ſaid by 
them true. But then to tell us, that becauſe we re- 
ceive Scripture upon this Evidence, we muſt 
therefore receive a long Liſt of Doctrines upon 
mere Tradition after 17 Ages, is to affirm that 
the Memory of 'Things may be as well preſerved 
for ever by general Rumour and Hearſay as 
by authentic Records. But here they plead that | 
the Tradition which they depend on, is not alto- 4 
gether unwritten, but partly recorded by the an- | 


cient Fathers of the Church. To this we an- 
ſwer, that we acknowledge truly ancient Wri- 
ters, in Matters where they all agree, to be a 
very valuable Evidence of the Faith, though at 
the ſame Time a fallible one. And we can prove 

| undeniably, 


hing r 9 
Age, yndeniably, that theſe Writers, in Proportion as 
„ hey lived near the Days of the Apoſtles, were 
Re. pf our Faith, not theirs. But as this is a Proof 
own in our Favour that few Perfons. are capable of 


e fol entering into, ſo we have happily a much ſhorter. 


tho. as well as many other Reaſons, is the ſtrongeſt 
d of of all. An original Account is always to be de- 
her pended on in the firſt Place. Such others, as 
We n 


rome a little after, in Point of Time, may be 
f conſiderable Uſe to illuſtrate and confirm the 
former: but, wherever they appear to contradiQ 
it, muſt de rejected without Scruple. And thoſe 
which come a great deal after, ſuch as the Church 
of Rome chiefly depends on, deſerve little or no 
Credit. The Spirit of God therefore, ſeeing the 
Need there would be of it, infpired the Apoſtles 
and Evangeliſts to deliver a full and clear Rule of 
Faith to all Poſterity in the New Teſtament: 
certainly not that this might be interpreted after- 
wards by Tradition into whatever Senſe Men 
pleaſed; (for then Tradition alone had done as 
well or better without it) but that Tradition, as 
often as it went wrong, might be rectified by 
this. Had not Chriſtianity been committed in 
the earlieſt Ages to writing ; long before this 
Time, in all Probability, there had been ſcarce 
one Doctrine of it left, which we could have 
been ſecure was genuine. And though Tradition 
hath doubtleſs been preſerved, by having ſome 
Regard to Scripture, from degenerating and vary- 
ing near ſo much as it would elſe; yet, for want 
of having a ſufficient 3 to it, fiyſt needleſs, 
then uncertain, then falſe and pernicious, Arti- 
cles of Belief have crept in among Chriſtians: 
the very Steps of whoſe Entry, for the moſt Part 
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we can trace. The Faith of the firſt Ages 
changed by little. and little every Age after, and 
ſtill tor the worſe; till at length the Church of 
Rome, about 200 Years ago, at the Council of 
Trent, when they were called upon to reform 
theſe Abuſes, moſt ſhametully choſe to eſtabliſh 
them under the venerable Name of primitive 
Tradition, and condemn all who will not receive 
them with the ſame Regard as Scripture itſelf. 
Juſt as in our Saviour's Time it was among the 
Jews ; who aſked, why walk not thy Diſciples ac- 
ccrding to the Tradition of the Elder; And he ſaid 
unto them, Full well ye reject the Commandment 
of God, that ye may keep. your own Tradition (eg. 
And juſt as St. Paul had foretold it would happen 
among Chriſtians. Beware, left any Man ſpoil 
you through vain Deceit, after the Tradition of Men, 
and not after Chriſt (f). But here they reply, 
that, let this Paſſage be deſigned againſt whom 
it will, it cannot poſſibly fall on them. For, 
however uncertain Tradition might become of 
itfelf in Proceſs of Time, and however difficult 
it may be for private Perſons to judge of 
Doctrines by it, yet the Judgment of the Ca- 
tholic Church in theſe Points is infallible, and 9 
theirs is that Catholic Church. Now that tge 
Church is infallible, they ſometimes attempt to 
prove from Reaſon. Making it ſo was the onl 1 
Way to end Diſputes, and therefore God being 
wiſe and good, muſt have made it ſo. But cer- 
tainly a much more effectual Way of preventing 
Diſputes and Errors had been to have made ever 
ſingle Man infallible ; and yet God hath not done 
this. It might therefore be more modeſt for 
them to let him ſhow his Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in what Way he pleaſes. The Jeuiſb Church, 


(e) Mark vii. s, 9. (f) Col. ii. 8, 
| l I a : | We 


Perſecution ſhall not deſtroy the Church, Error 


I. 11 


3 we know, was not infallible. For they denied 
MW their Saviour, and it was by following Tradition 


that they came to doit. How then does it appear 


IX that the Chriſtian muſt be more infallible ? 
Why, they have Texts of Scripture to prove 
cis. But if, as they commonly tell us, the 
WE Scripture can neither be proved nor underſtood 


but by the infallible Authority of the Church ; 
how can the infallible Authority of the Church 
be proved or underſtood by Scripture ? However, 


let us hear theſe Texts. Our Saviour told his 


Apoſtles, that the Comforter ſhould come and lod 
them into all Truth (g). But perhaps this was 
ſaid only to the Apoſtles : and, had it been ſaid 
to them and their Succeſſors, or, which is ſti}! 
a different Thing, to the whole Church; yet fo 
St. John (I) tells all Believers, they have an Unc- 
tian from the holy One, and know all Things ; that 
is, Things neceſſary: not that they were not 
capable of miſtaking, but, that with due Care, 
they might avoid it if they would. Again, he 
promiſed his Diſciples, that e would be with 
them to the End of the World (i). And fo he hath 
promiſed every fingle Chriſtian to be with them 
and dwell in them ( yet this does not hinder 
but they may both mifaaderſtand and even re- 
nounce Chriſtianity if they pleaſe. But he de- 
clares alſo, that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt the Church (1). But the Gates of Hell, or, 
as 1t might be tranſlated, of the inviſible World, 
mean nothing elſe than the Power of Death, f. e. 
the Terror of Perſecution, as the learned well 
know. And it can never follow, that becauſe 


(z) ohn xvi. 13. i John ii. 20. 
69 At. xXxXviii. 20. 64 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
(1) Mat. xvi. 18. f 
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ſhall not corrupt it. Or were this Expreſſion, 
the Gates of Hell, to comprehend Error, it muſt ae 
at leaſt equally comprehend Sin. And there- 

fore, as this Promiſe does not hinder the Church 
univerſal from being more or leſs defiled by Sin, 
ſo neither from being deformed by Error. And 
the moſt our Saviour meant to promiſe, 1s, that 
neither ſhall totally aboliſh, though, through the 
Faults of Men, both may greatly pollute it. 
They plead farther, that St. Paul ſays, the Church h 
of God is the Pillar and Ground of the Truth m): 
but they know at the ſame Time, that this Paſ- T5 
ſage of St. Paul is fairly capable of two (n) 4 


ether Tranflations, either of which turns it to 

a different Senſe, Or were this the only Senſe ; 

we acknowledge the Church was then, and ought 
always to be, and in ſome Meaſure always is, a 
Pillar and Support of Truth; and fo in his Pro- 
E is every Believer: and therefore of every 
ngle good Chriſtian our Saviour ſays, in the 
Revelation Co, I will make him a Pillar in the 
Temple of my God, But then it does not follow 
from hence, that any one Chriſtian, or the Ma- 
jority of Chriſtians, ſo ſupport the Truth, as 
that they do and ever will profeſs it all, without 
any Mixture of Error: and unleſs this be done, 
there is no Infallibility. But they argue fartber, 
that our Saviour direQs , If a. Mor naglect to 
hear the Church, let him be unte thee as a Heathen 


1 (m) 1 Tim iii. + 9 | 

* (1) Some ſuppoſe that Timorby is here called: the Nillur and 
ECreund. of Treth, thus Gel. ii. g: it is ſaid of Fomes, Peter, 
and Jebn. that they ſeemed to be Pillars, i. e. chief Supporters 
ton 7 7 8 3 divide Mus: Pilar and 

1 neus [ruth, and vines Controverſy. great itithe Myſ- 

i tery 75 e making St. Paul ers tn th Foundation 

it on which the Goſpel reſts is the Doctrine that Wes manifeſt” 

| in ihe Flefb, ſeen of Angels, &c. 
" {o) Rev. il. ' Wh 


' (4) Mat. xviii. 17, 


1 NN 13 
and a Publican. But what is he there ſpeak- 
of? Let us read the Context. Hy Brother 
77 treſpaſs againſl thee, go, and tell him his 
lt between him and thee alone. If he will not 
ar thee, take with thee one or two more. If ha 
P Wall neglecl to hear them, tell it unto the Church, 
lie neglef to hear the Church, let him be unto 
ec as a Heathen Man and a Publican, That is, if 
Man have done you an Injury, firſt admoniſh 
m privately of it. If that avail not, tell the 
Fhurch: not the univerſal Church ſure through- 
t all the World, but the particular one you 
ch belong to. And if he will not reform upon 
heir Reproof, took on him no longer as a 
rue Chriftian, but an ill Man. Here therefore 
not one Word ſaid about diſobeying the Deter- 
mination of the Catholic Church concernin 
a diſputed Doctrine: but about ſlighting the Ad- 
monition of a particular” Church concerning 
a known Sin, and particular Churches are owned 
to be fallible. x 

Again, they ſay it is an Article of our Creed, 
that we believe in the Catholic Church. But then 
they know the Meaning of this is not that we 
beheve whatever this Church, or any who pleaſe 
to call themſelves fo, ſhall at any Time aſſert. 
But, as beheving in the Reſurrection of the Body, 
is only: believing that ſuch a Reſurrection ſhall 
be, ſo. beheving in the Catholic Church is onl 
believing that fuch a Church is: that Chrilt 
hath united his Followers into one regular Soci- 
ety or Body, of which himſelf is the Head: 
which Society or Church is therefore called Ca- 
tholic or Univerſal, becauſe it confiſts of all Natt- 
ans; whereas the Fewi/ſb Church was not Catho- 
lic, but particular, conſiſting only of one 
Natian. But whether this Church be infallible 
or not, the Creed ſays nothing. They that can 


la 


ot 
71 


/ teref; 
rong ] Herve and 


a do 
falibfe * reſſions did no 


% Deut. xv; 
(*) Mat, Ali. bo &c. 


phos 
—— 
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impious Error. One or the other muſt be im- 
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Council, regularly called. But then they have 
ſo many different Opinions about what makes a 
Couneil General, and what Call of one is regu- 
lar, that ſome of them reckon at leaſt eighteen 
General Councils, and ſome at moſt but ſeven 
or eight: and indeed they might very juſtly queſ- 
tion whether, ſtrictly ſpeaking, there was ever 
one ſuch in the World. But tarther : Which of 
the Decrees and Canons of theſe Councils, 
amongſt the infinite Forgeries there have been, 
are genuine, and which not, here again is an 
endleſs Controverſy ; and another as endleſs, what 


the Meaning of Tome of the moſt important ones 
of them is. In Conſequence of this they differ 


and diſpute, and have done for Ages (as united 


as they would ſeem to be) not only about ſuch 


ſilly Queſtions, as whether the Virgin Mary was 


conceived in Original Sin or not (and yet about 


this they were calling one another Hereticks for 


300 Years, and their General Councils, with all 


their Infallibility, have not dared to determine 


the Matter to this Day z) but they quarrel equal- 


ly about 'Things of the greateſt Moment. To 
give but one Inſtance of many: Whether a King 
may, for Hereſy or Diſobedience to the Church, 
be depoſed, and his Subjects diſcharged of their 
Allegiance, 1s a Queſtion of as much Weight as 
can well be put. The Popes, and great Part of 
their Church for 600 Years, have held the 

might; and have practiſed accordingly, as __ 
Nations in their 'Turns have felt. But what 
Tradition hath taught, and General Councils 
have decreed on this Point, is ſo various and 


contradictory, that it would take a Man's Life 
almoſt to inquire into it. So that ſome Popiſh 
Writers ſpeak of the Affirmative of this Queſ- 


tion as an Article of Faith : and ſome as a moſt 


dious 


| 
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eturn; and therefore the beſt Way is, never to 


* lepart from it. 
s of But here ſome of the Romani/ts (for they differ 
But Pbout it) will ſay we wrong them. They admit 


Scripture for the Rule of Faith. But do they 
admit it for the only one ? This they dare not 


ay. Or, if they did, will they allow us, when 
ng ue have this Rule, to know what it means? 
1 No; we muſt never underſtand the leaſt Part of 
f it, though ever ſo plain, in any different Senſe 
from what the Chyrch is pleaſed to appoint. 
57 What then is this but mocking Mankind, and 


giving with one Hand, what they immediately 
take away with the other But we, ſay they, 
are in a pitiable Condition, that, having only the 
dead Letter of Scripture to go R. and nd living 
Guide or Judge to ditect us in the Interpretation 
of it, as they have; Controverſies are always 
riſing among us, and can never be decided. To 
this we anſwer, that Controverſies are what 
themſelves, even with Perſecution to help them, 
can neither prevent or end any more than we. 
And in Matters of Property indeed, ſome De- 
cifion, right or wrong, muſt be made; Society 
could not ſubſiſt without it: But what Need of 
an infallible Deciſion in Matters of Faith? Why 
is it not ſufficient that every Man determine for 
himſelf as well as he can in this World ; and that 
God, the only infallible Judge, will determine 
with Equity concerning us all in the next? But 
the Generality of Pool they ſay, are incapable 

of judging for themſelves. Yet the New Teſta- 
ment ſuppoſes them both capable of it, and bound 
to it; and accordingly requires them not on to 
try the Spirits, the Pretences to Infallibility, 
whether they be of God (t), but to prove all Things, 
and hold faſt that which is good (u). But TRE 
t 


6 1 John iv. 1. {u) 1 Theff. v. 21. 
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this otherwiſe ; if they are incapable of judging 
why do you perſuade them to change their Judge-þvi6 
ment? Let them alone in the Way they are in. lain 
But if they have Judgement enough to determineſow 
whether the Catholic Church be infallible, whe- Kno 
ther the Church of Rome be the Catholic Church, che 
whether this Infallibility be in Pope or Coun- rea 
cil, which Decrees of either are genuine, and ſnd 
what is the true Meaning of thoſe Decrees ; all wp 
which Things they muſt determine before the hne 
Infallibility of the Church can be any Guide to u 
them: If, I ſay, every plain Man hath Ability 
enough for ſuch Points as theſe, why hath he 
not Ability enough in other Caſes, to underſtand 
common Senſe and plain Scripture : to judge 
whether Tranſubſtantiation, for Inſtance, be not 
contrary to the one, and Image Worſhip to the 
other? The Romaniſts themſelves own, that Men MW © 
muſt uſe their Eyes to find this Guide; Why 
then muſt they a ends put them out to follow | 
- him? Eſpecially conſidering that the only Rule, 
which above ninety-nine Parts in a Hundred of 
their Communion have to follow, is not the 
Doctrine of Councils and Popes, even were they 
infallible : (for of theſe it is infinitely harder to 
know any Thing than of Scripture) but merely 
what a few Prieſts and private Writers tell them; 
and ſo at laſt, all the Pretence to being directed 
by Infallibility end in being led blind-fold by 
Men, confeſſedly as fallible as themſelves, But 
all Chriſtians are commanded, they ſay, to obey 
them that have the Rule over them in the Lord (x). 
And it is true, the teaching of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ought to be depended upon : their 
Doctrine followed in all clear Caſes, and their 
Judgement reſpected even in doubtful ones. But 


Heb. xiii. 1). 
(x) Heb. xiu. 1) ain 
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Aging, ill we are no more bound to follow our Spiritual 
"dge-Wuides into Opinions plainly falſe, or Practices 
e 1n,Wlainly ſinful, than to follow a common Guide 
"Mine own a Precipice, or into the Sea, let our own 
Whe. nowledge of the Way be ever ſo little, or the 
urch, Nther's Pretences to infallible Skill in it ever ſo 
dun- Freat. The Rule therefore for the Unlearned 
and Wind Ignorant in Religion is this. Let each Man 
3 all Wimprove his own Judgement and increaſe his own 
the Knowledge as much as he can: and be fully 
le to Waſlured that God will expect no more. In Mat- 


nity ters, for which he muſt rely on Authority, let 
e 


and 


him rely on the ee of that Church which 
God's Providence hath placed him under, rather 


ige tan another which he hath nothing to do with; 
10t and truſt thoſe, who, by encouraging free Inqui- 
he ry, appear to love Truth, rather than ſuch as, 
en I by requiring all their Doctrines to be implicitly 
2 obeyed, ſeem conſcious that they will not bear to 


be fairly tried. But never-let him prefer an 
2 Authority before that which is the higheſt of 

f Authority, the written Word of God. This 
; therefore let us all carefully ſtudy, and not doubt 
but that whatever Things in it are neceſſary to 
be believed, are eaſy to be underſtood.. This let 
us firmly rely on, and truſt to its Truth, when it 
declares itſelf able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 
perfect, and thoroughly furniſbed unto all good Works 
{ y ). Let others build on Fathers and Popes, on 
Traditions and Councils, what they will: let us 
continue firm, as we are, on the Foundation of tie 
Apoſtles and Prophets ; Jeſus Chriſt being the chief 
Corner Stone (2 J. Rei - mar Dad 


(9) Tim. ili, 1317. (2 Eph il. 20. 
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"ging in we are no more bound to follow our Spiritual 
19 uides into Opinions plainly falſe, or Practices 
e in plainly Gnful, than to follow a common Guide 
mim down 2 precipice, or into the Sea, let our own 
wal Knowledge of the Way de ever io little, or the 
urch, other's pretences to infallible Spill in it ever 10 
Oun-Þ great. The Rule therefore for the Unlearned 
f and! and Ignorant in Religion is this. Let each Man 
5 all? improve his own Judgement and increaſe his own 
the Knowledge 28 much as be can: and be fully 


be fairly tried. But never let him prefer wy 
= Authority before that which 18 the higheſt of a 
- a yi . 


Traditions and Councils, what they will: jet us 
continue firm, as we are, on the Foundation of the 


a Apoſtles and Prophets ; eſus Chri being the chief 
wm 1 Corner Stone (2 ). } ny aber” - | 


y 
( a Tim. 11. 13 37+ (2) Eph 11. 20. 
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nd Infallibility is no where to be found upon Earth. 

he only Thing then we have to rely on in Chriſ- 
ianity, is the written Word of God. Whatever 


It is torbids is ſinful : whatever it requires as a 


ondition of Salvation is neceſſary : whatever 
does not ſo require, is not neceſſary. By theſe 
ules therefore of Reaſon and Scripture, let us 


now proceed, as was propoſed in the ſecond Place, 
to try the chief of thoſe Doctrines which diſtin- 
guiſh the Church of Rome from ours. 


To begin with that which is naturally firſt, the 


Object of Worſhip. We worſhip God, and 
pray to him through the Mediation of Jeſus 
+ Chriſt. This they acknowledge to be right. 


r The Saints in Heaven we love and honour as 


| 


! 


r 8 1 
* th... i. 1 3 FOI 
1 — 5 
r 


Members of the fame myſtical Body with our- 


ſelves. The holy Angels we reverence as the 
Miniſters of the Divine Will. But as for pray- 
ing to either, there being no Argument for it in 


Z Reaſon, nor Precept in Scripture, nor indeed Ex- 


ample in Antiquity for at leaſt 300 Years after 
Scripture, it ſurely cannot be a Thing neceſſary. 
Letting it alone is undoubtedly ſafe : whether 
practiſing it be ſo, the Church of Rome would do 
well to conſider, They tell us, indeed, that they 
only beg the Prayers of the Saints in Heaven, as 
we do thoſe of good Perſons on Earth. And 
were this trye (as I ſhall prove it is not) we de- 
fire our fellow Chriſtians on Earth to pray for us 
becauſe we know they hear our Deſires: and fure- 
ly it is Reaſon enough not to aſk thoſe in Heaven 


4 4 do it, becauſe we do not know they hear us, 


nor have the leaſt Cauſe to think they do. For 
Scripture, which alone could tell us fo, hath told 


us no ſuch. Thing. But beſides, if we can at all 


underſtand Scripture, it hath expreſsly forbidden 
all Applications to the Inhabitants: of the inviſible 


World, excepting the Supreme Being. Thou 


| 
i 
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ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, lays Moſes, making 
Aim only ſhalt thou ſerve (a). There is one God ourite 
ene Mediator, ſays St. Paul, between God and Max N 


the Man Chrift Jeſus (b). Accordingly we fithew'© 
that the Angel which appeared to St. Sohn in ing * 
1 


Revelation, forbids any religious Honour to 
_ to him, even when preſent. See thou 
I am thy Fellow Servant : worſhip Gd | 
And when 4 amongſt the Coloſſians had affes pa 
ed unjuſtifiable Practices of this Kind, St. N 5 the 
cenſures them as being in a very dangerous Erro then 
Let no Man beguile you of your Reward ina vol, i 
tary Humility and wor, be of of Angeli intrudn 
into thoſe Things which he hath not ſeen fd). VE 
does the Church of Rome intrude ſo much-farthe mig 
as to pay undue Worſhip to Beings far belo Am Ge 


gels; not only to the Saints in Heaven, but . be 
ſome who were ſo wicked on Earth, that there u 8 
great Reaſon to fear they are in Hell, and to otheiſ F 


that are mere Fictions of their own Imaginations, 
and never were at all. For the Sake of theſe,” © 
and through their Merits, they deſire in their } 
public and authorized Prayers, God's Mercy, 
ſometimes quite omitting to mention the Merits 

of Chriſt, and ſometimes joining his and theirs 5 
together. Farther than this, they directly pray 

to them in the Houſe of God, and in the ſame 
Poſture in which they pray to God; and that 
not only to intercede with him for chem, — 7 
in ſo many Words, that they themſelves would | | 
beſtow Grace and Mercy upon them, would for- 

give the Guilt of their Sint, deliver them from 'y 
Hell, and grant them a Place.in Heaven. What 
Pretence is there now in Chriſtianity. for ſuch |, 
Things as theſe? And what Wh this tend to, but 


(a) Mat. iv. 10. n (65) 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
Oe) Rey, xix. 19. xxji, 29. -{4) Col. jj. 18. 
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es, making the Ignorant, eſpecially, think their fa”. 
GedFourite Saint can do every Thing for them, right 
4 Mar wrong? To Him therefore they recommend 
e fithemſelves, not by a religious Life, but by flatter- 
in ing Addreſſes and coſtly Preſents: on his Inter- 
to ceſſion they often depend much more than on 
7 four bleſſed Saviour's ; and being ſecure, as they 


Auen of Angels and Men; through whom, after 
= God, the whole Earth liveth; Mother of Mercy; 
e Fountain of Grace and Salvation; the only Hope 
ſe, of Sinners; Whoever truſted in thee, and was con- 
ir founded? To thee I commit all my Hepe, and all my 
„ Comfort: under thy Defence is my Refuge ;' make 
gg Haſte to help me in all Things which I ſhall either 
s ds or think every Moment of my Life, looſe the Bonds 
„ / the Guilty, enlighten the Eyes of the Blind, free 
u, from all Sin, and drive away from us all Evil : 
Grant us to eſcape eternal Damnation, and cauſe the 
Sly Paradiſe to be beſtowed on us. What Autho- 
* Tity or what Excuſe is there now for ſuch Expreſ- 
: ſions as theſe? And yet every one of them I have 
. 0 myſelf collected, partly out of their publie Offi- 
4 ces, partly from others of their authorized and 
| approved Books of Devotion. Formerly in their 


very Maſs Book they went yet - farther : and 
hegged her, by Virtue of her Borental Authority, 
to commend of her Son what they wanted. But 


(+) luke i. 488, 9. N. 
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to this very Day, in another Office, 22 in her, 
mate the ſame Thing, by exhorting her that þ grand 
would ſbew herſelf to be his Mother. And tit fay 
better to make ſure of her doing fo, they api gone 
to St. Joachim, who they ſay, was her Fathe Bona 
though indeed it is not certainly known at & and 
who her Father was; much leſs whether he ws me 
Saint or Sinner: However, they apply to St.) Ma 


achim, and tell him, that as Ais Daughter can jy tHe: 
fibly deny him nothing, it is in his Power to do e aA 
Thing he will for them. This, you ſee, is bein he 
very artful in making Intereſt : only it is may; St 
Art than is neceſſary. For fince we are both per: fa 
mitted and appointed to approach God througs * 


Chrift directly, who, we are certain both doth 
hear and will help us, we ſhall prejudice, inſt 
of benefiting our Cauſe, by making underhan 
Applications to other Perſons, who perhaps neve 
come to know of our Petitions, jb K if they de 
are diſpleaſed at them; or, if they were not, 
can be in Compariſon of little Uſe to us. $ 
Vet, to judge by the Practice of the Romiſo 
Church, who would not think that the whole 
New Teſtament were filled with Precepts for te 
Worſhip of the Saints, eſpecially the bleſſed Vir- 
in? Whereas, even in the Goſpels ſhe is but 
dom and. occaſionally mentioned; our Saviour 
ſeeming on Purpoſe to take leſs Notice of her, as 
if he foreſaw what Advantages taking more 
would give to the Extravagancies of after Times. 
In the As ſhe is juſt mentioned once. In the 
Epiſtles and Revelations not at all. Vet theſe are: N. 
not half the monſtrous Things that the 42 4 

are guilty of about her, They have invented a 

Fable of her Body being taken up into: Heaven, 
and. appointed a ſolemn Feſtival in Honour of it. 
They have inſtituted a Form of Devotion called 
the Roſary, in which ten Addreſſes are * to 
er, 


— 
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is her, for one to God; and ſucceſſive Popes have 
hat granted large Indulgences and Bleſſings to all that 
nd d fay it. Then their private Writers about her have 

ap gone incredible Lengths. One of their Cardinals, 


athe Bonaventure, by putting her Name inſtead of God's, 
at 


and ſome other neceſſary Alterations, hath applied 
the whole Book of Pſalms to her. In the ſame 


dt.) Manner he hath altered the Te Deum. We praiſe 


Before theſe Images, and even that of his Croſs 


” thee, O Mary, we acknowledge thee to be the Lady; 
and ſo in the other Hymns of the Church. Nay, 


he hath made a Creed for her in Imitation of 
St. Athanaſrus's. Whoever will be ſaved, it is neceſ- 


fary that he Bold the true Faith concerning Mary; 


which except a Man keep whole and undefiled, he 


fall periſh everlaſtingly. Now if their Church do 


really diſapprove theſe Things, why do they 
never cenſure them? Why is this very Man 
canonized for a Saint, whilſt we are condemned 
as Heretics ? For, not content with thinking this 
Kind of Worſhip lawful, they pronounce ac- 
curſed whoever ſhall think otherwiſe. 

Another Thing we differ in, is this: They 
make Pictures of God the Father under the Like- 
neſs of a venerable old Man. They make Images 
of Chriſt and of his Saints, after their own Py: 
they kneel down and proſtrate themſelves; to theſe 
they lift up their Eyes, and in that Poſture pray, 
The leaſt Appearance of Command, or even the 
Allowance, of ſuch Practices in Scripture they 
pretend not; and yet againſt thoſe who difallow 
them, they thunder out Anathemas. Now as to 
Pictures of the Father Almighty, w/om- no Man 
either hath ſeen, or can ſee, (/); all viſible Figures 
muſt repreſent him ſuch as he is not, muſt lead 
the Ignorant into low and mean Ideas of him, and 


(f) 1 Tim. vi. 16. 
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give thoſe of better Abilities, from a Contem having 
of ſuch Repreſentation, a Contempt of the Rel f bein 
gion that uſes them. Anciently the Heathen: al ſuc 
themſelves had no Images of God; and a very they a 
learned Heathen obſerves, that if they had never hich 
bad any, their Worſhip would have been the may b 
purer; for the Inventors of theſe Things, ſays be, and t 
leſſened among Men the Reverence of the Divine abſur. 
Nature, and introduced Errors concerning it (g), Imag 
The Jews, though the Old Teſtament figurative) 
expreſſes, in Words, the Power and Attributes 
of God by Parts of the human Form, were yet! 


moſt ſtrictly forbidden all ſenſible Repreſentations the 
of him under any Form. Take good Heed unto the 
yourſelves, ſays Moſes, for ye ſaw no Manner of Simi his 


litude on the Day that the Lord ſpoke to you in Horeb ; | 
Ieſt ye corrupt yourſelves, leſt ye forget the Covenant 
of the Lord your God, and make the Similitude of 


any Figure ; for the Lord thy God is a conſuming Fire, {t 
even a jealous God (. Accordingly we find, that W & 
when they had made a Golden Image, though it x 


was exprefly deſigned in Honour of that God who © 
brought them out of Egypt, it was notwith ſtand- 
ing puniſhed as Idolatry. And far from allow- 
irg to Chriſtians, what was then forbidden the 
TFews, St. Pau] moſt ſeverely condemns it in the 
very Heathens, that when they knew God, they glo- 
rified him not as God, but became vain their Ima- 
ginations, and changed the Glory of the incorruptible 
God, into an Image made like to corruptible Man (iq. 
Yet how near doth this approach to what the 
Church of Reme doth now, in making Pictures of 
God the Father | Our bleſſed Saviour indeed, 


(g) Varro ap. S. Aug. de Civ. Dei, 1. 4. c. 31. where he ſays # 
they bad none for 190 Years, But Targuiains Priſcys iutro- 1 
ayced them. See Teniſcn on Idol, p- $9. , 
| (b) Deut. iv. 15 — 24, | 
7 Rom. i. al, 33» 
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having taken on bim human Nature, is capable 
of being repreſented in a human Form. But, as 


all ſuch Repreſentations muſt be imaginary ones, ſo 

they are uſeleſs ones too: the Memorial of himſelf, 

> which he hath appointed in the Sacrament, we 

8 my be aſſured is ſufficient to all good Purpoſes 
an 


theſe other Memorials have always produced 


* abſurd and wicked Superſtitions. As for the 
Images of the Saints, it is ſufficient to lay, that 
* there being no Pretence for worſhipping the Saints 


themſelves, there is yet leſs Pretence for worſhip- 
ping theſe Repreſentations of them. But here 
the Church of Rome will ſay we wrong them: 
they do not worſhip Images, but only Chriſt and 
his Saints by theſe Images. But indeed it is they 
who wrong themſelves then. For not a few of. 
their own Writers () frankly own they do wor- 
ſhip Images, and with the ſame Degree of Wor- 
ſhip that they pay to the Perſons whoſe Images 
they are. And for the Croſs particularly, in their 
public Offices, they exprefly declare themſelves 
to adore it, and in plain Words, petition it in 
one of their Hymns, to give increaſe of Grace to 
the Righteous, and Pardon to the Guilty, This 
they ſay is a poetical Licence; and truly, in fo 
{erious a Thing as Worthip, no ſmall one. But 
tarther : had they no Regard to the Image, but 
only to the Perſon repreſented, why is an Image 
in one Place looked upon to have ſo much more 
Power and Virtue, than an Image of the ſame 


(#) Aquinas, &c. See Trapp. Ch. of England defended, 
p. 219. They put in the Index Exp. thoſe Paſſages in Margi- 
nal Notes and Indexes, that ſay the contrary. See Inſtances, is. 
p-. 239. They are to be worſhipped, ſays Bellarmine, ita ut 
igſæ terminent venerationem, ut in ſe confiderantur et non ſolum_ 
ut vicem gerunt exemplaris : ſo that the Worſhip refts in them : - 
ar they are confidered in themſelves, and not only as they ſupply 
the Place of a Copy. Bellarm, de Imag. I. ii, c. 21. Vitr. in 
1 44. 20. TE | 
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Perſon in another Place? Why hath that of ou they 
Lady of Loretto, for Inſtance, ſo much more Ho- thoug 
nour done it, than that of our Lady any where xefto! 
elſe? We own the Council of Trent does give a of | 

Caution, that no Divinity be aſcribed to Images, upon 
045 


nor any Truſt put in them: and the Heathen gave 


the like Caution often with Reſpe& to their r 
but this never hinders the Scripture from con- 
demning them as Idolators. And the Reaſon is, 
that ſuch Cautions never are, or can be obſerved: 
by the Multitude. Place ſenſible Objects before 
them to direct their Worſhip to: and in thoſe : 


Objects their Worſhip will terminate. This the 


primitive Chriſtians ſaw too plainly in the Hea- 


'thens, ever to think of imitating them. Accord- 
ingly neither Images nor Pictures were allowed in 


Churches for near four hundred Y ears. And when, 
after being more than once condemned, they came 
to be allowed, no Honour was intended to be paid 
to them. On the contrary, when it began to be 
Paid, which indeed was not long, it was ſeverely 
cenſured, and particularly in the eighth Century, 
by above three hundred Biſhops, aflembled in 
Coonca at Conſtantinaple. But about thirty Y ears 
after, the ſecond Council of Nice (fo ill did Coun» 
cils agree) eſtabliſhed it. Yet even this Council 
held Repreſentations of God to be unlawful. And 
all the Weſtern Countries, except Itah, under 
the Pope's immediate Direction, continued to con- 
demn the Worſhip of all Repreſentations, for ſome 
Ages afterwards. But by Degrees it firſt became 
general; and then fo groſly icandalous, that the 


Church of Rome, it ſeems, hath judged it the 


wiſeſt Way to leave the ſecond Commandment , 


which too plainly forbids theſe Things, out of 


their ſmaller Books of Devotion, under the ab- 
ſurd Pretence of its being only a Part, I ſuppoſe 
an jnſignificant one, of the firſt; though, ſince 

| they 
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du they have been charged with this, they have 
thought fit in ſome of them, but not in all, to 
- reſtore it again. And here let us quit the Article 
of Image-Worſhip, with the Pſalmiſt's Remark 
upon it. They that make them are like unto them ; 
We” ſo is every one that truſteth in them. O Iſrael, truſt 
** thou in the Lord (1). | 
But there ſtill remains another Object of Popifh 
Worſhip, the Sacramental Bread and Wine. For 
they have made it an Article of Faith, that the 
Subſtance of theſe is, by the Words of Conſecration, 
* intirely changed into the Subſtance of the living 
Body. and Blood of Chriſt: Which Change there- 
fore they call Tranſubſtantiation. Now were this 
really the Body of Chriſt, tis allowed we have 
no 9 to worſhip it under this Diſguiſe, 
and therefore commit no Sin in letting ſuch Wor- 
ſhip alone. But if it be really not ſo, they own 
themſelves to pay that Honour to a Bit of Bread, 
which belongs only to the eternal Son of God. 
And ſurely one ſhould think it a Queſtion eaſily 
% decided, whether a ſmall Wafer, which 1s the 
3; Bread they uſe on theſe Occaſions, be the Bod) 
6 of a Man, and whether Wine in a Cup be Blood. 
Almoſt every one of our Senſes will tell us it 1s 
not: And though, in ſome haſty or diſtant Ap- 
pearances of Things, our Senſes may be deceived, 
yet, if, where there is all poſſible Opportunity of 
examining the Matter, we cannot be ture of what 
our own Eyes and our own Feeling, our Smelling 
| and Taſting all inform us of, then we can be ſure 
«4 of nothing. *Tis my by ſuch Evidence that we 
. know any Thing in this World: 'tis by no other 
that we know we have a Revelation from God, 
4 and that this Sacrament is appointed in it. If 
therefore we are not to believe our Senſes, how are 


we to believe any Thing at all? But indeed what 
(7) Pſal. cxv. 8, 9. | 
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Reaſon as it is to all Senſe, That a human Body 19 wy 


Space of an Inch or two, looks as like a Contra " 
diction as any Thing well can do: that the Sub- PP" 


one Body alſo, this is ſuch Talk, that for ſober 


their Countenance, 1s very ſtrange. If one and 


and one Body of Chriſt there, make two Bodies 


Time, we may all of us perhaps be now this very + 
Inſtant at Rome as well as here: a Man be at ever © 


* 
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they tell us in this Caſe, is as contrary to all. p- 4⁰ 


in its full Dimenſions ſhould be contained in thel W. 
FR 


4. 
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ſtance of Bread ſhould not be in the Sacrament, Wes 
where they own all the Properties of Bread are, | tne 
and that the Subſtance of Fleſh ſhould be there, It! 
and not one of the Properties of it appear, is very © 
monſtrous; and that the very ſame Body of 


Chriſt, which is now in Heaven at the right Hand © kn 
of God, ſhould at the fame Time be on Earth be 
in the right Hand of the Prieſt; and that there & 
ſhould be ſeveral theuſands of thoſe Bodies upon > 
Earth at many hundreds of Miles Diſtance from ; 


one another, and yet all theſe be that very ſame 
Perſons in their ſober Senſes to uſe it, and keep 
one be two, then one Body of Chriſt here, 
of Chriſt, which they own he hath not. And if © 


one Body can be in more than one Place at one 


ſo many thouſand Miles Diſtance from himſelf, 
and afterwards he may come and meet himſelf, (as 
two of their pretended real Bodies of Chriſt often 
do;) and then paſs by himſelf and go away from 


himſelf to the ſame Diſtance he was at before: 
he may in one Place be ſtanding till, in another 
be carried along, and ſo be in Motion and not in 


Motion at the ſame Time. Men may ſay ſuch _- 
Things as theſe if they will: and they may be- 
lie ve them if they can. But in order to it, well do 
they direct their poor People to profeſs in their 
Engliſh Manual of Prayers before Maſs, 1725, 


p. 409. 


6 RR M. ©O-N--- 2 31 
d all. p. 409. Herein I utterly renounce the Judgement of 


Boch my Senſes, and all human Underſtanding. | 
Here therefore we fix our Foot: If theſe Things 
be to every Man living evidently abſurd and im- 
* poſlible, then let no body ever regard the moſt 
7 {pecious Pretences of proving ſuch Doctrines, or 
the Authority of a Church that maintains them. 
It is no hard Matter for an artful Man, a little 
practiſed in diſputing, ſo to confound a plain Man 
upon almoſt any Subject, that he ſhall not well 
know how to anſwer, though he ſees himſelf to 
be right, and the other wrong. This is an Art 
which the Prieſts of the Church of Rome are well 
verſed in. Indeed the chief Part of their Learn- 
ing is to puzzle themſelves firſt, and as many 
others as they can afterwards. But always obſerve 
this Rule: Stick to common Senſe againſt the 
World: and whenever a Man would perſuade you 
of any Thing evidently contrary to that, never 
be moved by any Tricks and Fetches of Sophi- 
ſtry, let him uſe ever ſo many. He will be for 
proving to you by round-about Arguments, of 
which you are unqualified to judge, that his 
; Church is infallible, and therefore Tranſubſtan- 
q tiation is true. Do you anſwer him by a much 
plainer Argument, of which you are very 
well qualified to judge: that Tranſubſtantiation 
cannot poſſibly be true, and therefore his 
Church 1s not infallible. 

But they plead; with God all Things are 
| poſſible, and therefore this is ſo. Now we own 
| that all Things which are not impoſſible in them- 

4 ſelves, are poſſible with Him; but God himſelf 
„ cannot do what in its owh Nature cannot be done. 
; For Inſtance, he cannot deſtroy his own Being, 

he cannot ceaſe to be juſt and good, becauſe this 
hath a Contradiction in it; and for the ſame Rea- 
ſon he cannot do any Thing elſe that hath a 


B 4 Contradiction 
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bath no more Difficulty than the Trinity hath x 
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Contradi ction in it: for that would be doing: 
Thing and at the ſame Time not doing it: te 
aſcribe which to God is not to magnify, bu 
mock his Power. : 
But they ſay further, that Tranſubſtantiation 
But ſurely the Difference is very viſible. The} 
Doctrine of the Trinity indeed is a Myſtery 1 
that is, the whole of the Subject cannot be fully 
underſtood by us. But in Tranſubſtantiation . 
ther is no Myſtery at all. For the moſt evident 
Falſehoods are juſt as clearly underſtood to be ſo 
as the moſt evident Truths. In the Trinity there 
is nothing we ſee to be falle ; only we do not ſee 
the particular Manner in which ſome Things ſaid 
concerning it are true: but in Tranſubſtantiation 
there are many Things we ſee to be falſe, and 
which can in no Manner be true. Let them ſhew 
us any Contradiction in the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, and we will believe it no longer. In 
the mean Time, ſince we have ſhewn Contra- 
diction in Tranſubſtantiation, let them believe 
that no longer. 
But they have Scripture to plead for it. NOW 
if this were a Doctrine of Scripture, it would 
ſooner prove Scripture to be falſe, than Scripture 
could prove it to be true; and therefore the Pa- 
piſts, by making ſuch a monſtrous Abſurdity an 
Article of Faith, have loaded their Religion with 
a Weight, which, did it belong to Chriſtianity, _ 
were able to ſink it. But God be thanked, 
Scripture is no more on their Side than Reaſon. 
We know indeed that our Saviour ſaid when he | 
gave the Sacrament, This is my Body: But ſo at 
another Time he ſaid, Verih, verily JI am the | 
Door of the Sheep: And at a third, I am the Vine. 
And ſo have all Mankind always called a Repre- 
ſentation of any Thing by the Name of what it 
repreſented, 
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hungry, and they that drink me ſhal! yet be thirſly; 
that is, they who have taſted the Pleaſures and 
| Benefits of Virtue, will always defire a ſtill great- 
5 er Experience of them. But the Fews, with 
ll their uſual Perverſeneſs, cavilling at theſe Words 
of our Saviour's, he goes on very ſtrongly to aſſert 
| the Propriety of them, that A, Fleſh is Meat 
| indeed, and his Blood Drink indeed, that he who eat- © 
1 eth the one and drinketh the other, dwelleth in him 
| and liveth by him, but he that doth not, hath no Life 
| in him. But now theſe Words being ſpoken, you 
1 ſee, concerning the prefent Time, my Fleſh 15 
Meat indeed, and ſo on, cannot principally relate 
| to the Sacrament; for there was yet no ſuch 
Thing, nor till a Year or two after. Beſides ; it 
| is not true that he, and he only, who eateth the 
Sacrament, ſhall dwell in Chriſt and live by him. 
For Perſons may poſſibly have no Opportunity of 
receiving the Sacrament, and yet be very good 
Chriſtians ; and too many receive it frequently, 
and yet are very bad Chriſtians. The Meaning 
therefore plainly is, that our Saviour's coming 
and ſuffering in the Fleſh, and ſhedding his Blood © 
| for Mankind, is the ſpiritual Life of the World: © 
that whoever imbibes the Doctrine he taught in 
'F his Life, and partakes by Faith of the Benefits * 
| he procured at his Death, his Soul is inwardly 
ſtrengthened by them, and ſhall be finally pre- 
| ſerved to a happy Immortality. For in this ſpi- 
| Titual and figurative Senſe, he immediately di- | 
| rects his Diſciples to underſtand his Words; | 
| when miſunderſtanding them in a groſs and lite- 
| ral one had ſomewhat ſtaggered them. Doi this, 
lays he, offend you f It is the Spirit that quickeneth , ) 
the Fleſh profiteth nothing. The Words that I ſpeak 4 
unto you, they are Spirit and they are Life. His 
Manner of Expreſſion had the fame Intent op 
. | at 
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that Paſſage of St. Paul (n), where he ſays, the 
Iſraelites did all eat of the ſame ſpiritual Meat, and 
did all drink the ſame ſpiritual Drink : For they 
drank of the ſpiritual Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Chriſt. The Papiſts themſelves do 
not think from hence, that the Jews did eat and 
drink Chriſt literally: and Chriſtians do it in the 


ſame Manner they did, only with a clearer and 
more diſtin& Faith. For in this ſpiritual Senſe, 


Chriſt himſelf explains his Words. We firmly 
believe his Body and Blood to be verily and indeed 
taken and received by the Faithful in the Lord's Sup- 
fer ; that is, an Union with him, to be not only 
repreſented, but really and effectually communi- 
cated to the worthy Receiver. But as for any 
other Senſe, if we did, or could do fo mon- 
ſtrous a Thing, as literally to eat the Fleſh, and 
drink the Blood of our dear Lord, it is not that 
which could do our Souls any Good, but only his 
Grace accompanying this Sacrament: which ma 


as well accompany it without any Change of the 


Bread and Wine, as it accompanies that of 
Baptiſm, without any Change of the Water. 

We ſee then that Scripture by no Means fa- 
vours 'Tranſubſtantiation. It is indeed expreſs 
againſt it: For St. Paul more than once tells us, 
that what we eat in the Sacrament is Bread, and 
as for what we drink, when our Saviour ſays, 
this is my Blood which is ſbed for you, if he had 
meant literally, he bad ſpoken falſely : for his 
Blood was not ſhed till afterwards, and could not 


be drunk then. Neither is it in a Condition of being 


ſhed at preſent, and therefore cannot be drunk 

now. But too much hath been ſaid of this mon- 

ſtrous Doctrine, to which the Indiſcretion of 

well-meaning Writers gave the firſt Occaſion 

pretty early, whilſt they affected to heighten the 
(=) 1 Cor. x. 3, 4. 


as they blaſphemouſly expreſs it, could make 
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figurative Expreſſions of Scripture, by ſtill more 
figurative ones of their own; little thinking at 
the ſame Time, that ſuch an abſurd Meaning, 
as the Papiſts now plead for, could ever be al- 
cribed to them; and plainly ſhowing, by innu- 
merable Proofs, that it is unjuſtly afcribed to 
them. But as Ignorance and Superſtition in- 
creaſed, about 800 Years after Chriſt, this amaz- * 
ing Notion began to be dictinctly and explicitly 
entertained and aſſerted, which ſome had the good 
Senſe to oppoſe; ſome the Weaknels to receive, 
as a Myſtery that promoted the Reverence of the 
Sacrament; others the Wickedneſs to ſupport with 
Zeal, as an Artifice that increaſed the Authority 
of the Prieſt: for what could he not do, who, 


God? By Degrees then this Doctrine prevailed; 
till, in the thirteenth Century, it was eſtabliſhed 
as an Article of Faith. And when once the ſpe- 
culative Error, of believing the conſecrated Bread 
and Wine to be literally the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, obtained, the practical one of worſhip- 
ping them as ſuch, quickly followed. For tho? 
a decent Reſpe& was always paid to the Sacra- 
ment, yet a direct Adoration to the Elements 
was never paid, till the dark and ſuperſtitious 
Ages above-mentioned introduced fo ſenſeleſs an 
Idolatry, to the infinite Scandal of Religion. 
Ma God, who mercifully winked at the Times 
of Heathen Ignorance, overlook this leſs excu- 

ſable Folly of Chriſtians, and forgive them, for 
they know not what they do. But let us all remem- 

ber, that our Caſe will be much worſe than theirs, 

if, after the Light bath ſo clearly ſhone upon us, 

we return to Darkneſs again: if as the Apoſtle 

expreſſes it, we change the Truth of God into a | 
Lie, and worſhip the Creature inſtead of the Creator, | 
who is bleſſed for evermore (. Amen. 
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SERMON III. 


1 PETER v. 12. 


— Exhorting and teſtifying that this is the true 
Grace of God wherein ye ſland. 


to ſhow what is the Rule of Chriſtian Faith 

and Practice; and, ſecondly, to examine by 
this Rule the chief Differences between the 
Church of Rome and ours: the former Head J have 
finiſhed, and made ſome Progreſs in the latter. 
The Honour paid by them to Saints and Images, 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and the Wor- 
ſhip built upon it of the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine, have been conſidered: and now I proceed 
to another Peculiarity of theirs, with Reſpect to 
the Sacrament, withholding the Cup from the 
Laity. That our Saviour adminiſtered the holy 
Euchariſt in both Kinds, they acknowledge: 
nay, that he expreſſy commanded thoſe, to whom 
he alminifiere) 
that Cup. What therefore he commands all to 


HF no» propoſed from theſe Words, firſt, 


do, why do they forbid all but the Prieſt to do? 


Why ; the Apoſtles they ſay, were commanded 
to take the Cup as well as the Bread, becauſe 
they were Clergy. But the Church of Rome for- 
bids even the Clergy, excepting thoſe who offi- 


it, that they ſhould all drink of . 


1 
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Clate, to take it. Beſides if the Command d ram 
receiving the Cup relates only to the Clergy, tha Lang 
of receiving the Bread too, muſt relate only tif ging 


the Clergy: for there is no Manner of Diſtinctioſſ goes 


made in the Goſpel. Yet they own the Laity# fon 
are obliged by our Saviour's Command to re exp 
ceive the Bread, and therefore they are obliged the 


by the. ſame Command, to receive the Cup:Þ 
which that they did accordingly, the eleventh 
Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ans makes as plain as Words can make any 
Thing. Not to ſay further, that if the Sixth of 
St. Jon relate immediately to the Sacrament, as 
they are ſometimes very poſitive it doth, the fifty- 
third Verſe of that Chapter — declares, 
that, unleſs we drink the Blood of the Son of Man, 
as well as eat his Fleſh, we have no Life in us. 
But they tell us, our Saviour himſelf, after his 
Reſurrection, adminiſtered the Sacrament in one 
Kind only. For St. Luke ſays, that fitting down © 
to eat with the two Diſciples at Emmaus, he took © 
Bread and bleſſed it, and brake, and gave to them: © 
and, upon their knowing him, vaniſbed out of their 
Sight (a). Now it happens, that this was not 
adminiſtering the Sacrament at all, but doing juſt 

the ſame Thing, which the Evangeliſts in juſt 

the ſame Words tell us he did, when he fed the 
Multitudes with the Loaves and Fiſhes; and in- 
deed at every Meal he eat. For the Jews in the 
1 of every Meal of theirs, uſe the very 
ſame Cuſtom to this Day (3). But they further 
plead, that however that be, at leaſt when in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles it is ſaid, the Diſciples met 
together to break Bread on the firſt Day of the Week : 
(c). This muſt be the Sacrament; and the Cup 
is not once mentioned there as given. We an- 

(a) Luke xxiv. 30, 31. 
(6) Buxtorf. Synag. Jud. c. 2. (e) Ads xx. 5. 
| iwer, 


* 
2 * * 
} 
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ind ſwer, tis not certain that even this was the Sa- 


crament: and ſuppoſing it was, as, in Scripture 
Language, common Feaſts are expreſſed by the 


ſingle Phraſe of eating Bread, which yet ſurely 


does not prove, that the Gueſts drank nothing, 
JF ſo.neither is it proved, by a religious Feaſt being 


expreſſed in the ſame Manner. And beſides, it 


| there is no mention there of. the Laity's recetv- 


ing the Cup, there is none of the Prieſt's receiv- 
ing it neither: yet this they think ablolutely ne- 
ceſſary: and if one may be taken for granted, 
without being mentioned, the other may. Nor 
ſhould it be forgotten on this Occaſion, that as the 
Phraſe of eating ſometimes comprehends the 
whole of this Action, ſo doth that of drinking : 
we have all been made to drink into one Spirit, lays 
the Apoſtle (d); who hence proves the Unity of 
all Chriſtians, and therefore certainly thought it 


was the Right of all Chriſtians (e). But they 


lead farther, that the Laity, by receiving the 
dy of Chriſt, receive his Blood alſo: for the 
Blood is contained in the Body. But here they 
quite forget, that our Saviour hath appointed this 
Sacrament to be received for a Memorial of his 
Blood's being ſhed out of his Body, of which, 
they who receive not the Cup, do not make the 
Memorial which he commanded, when he ſaid, 
Drink ye all of this. Still they inſiſt, that there 
eing no peculiar Virtue or Benefit annexed to 
this Part of the Sacrament that they withhold, 
which does not belong to the other, tis no Man- 
ner of Loſs to the Laity to omit it. Now does 


not the ſame Reaſon prove equally, that the 


Clergy may omit it too? But beſides, what 
Treatment of our bleſſed Lord is this, when he 
hath appointed all Chriſtians to perform a folemn 
(4 2 oy. U 13. KD N 
6 aget I. 1. p. 265. 
ahh 4 AR 
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. . . one 
Act of Religion, conſiſting of two Parts, o Counc 


with equal Strictneſs enjoined; for the Chu Ane 
of Rome to ſay that one of them, the far great Rome 

Part of Chriſtians ſhall not perform, for it is full 38 this 
as well let alone: nay better indeed, if we ba yratec 
lie ve them: for the Cup, they tell us, may bg , Sac 


drunk of immoderately, may be ſpilled, man that 
dreadful Inconveniencies may happen from truſt# more 


ing it with the Laity ? Now *tis ſtrange our 8 of 8 
viour ſhould not be wiſe enough to foreſee the our 
Inconveniencies : 'tis ſtrange we ſhould not e WI 
perience them neither: and it adds to the Won Re 
der not a little, that the whole Church of Chriſt chi 


for 1200 Years, ſhould not be able to find them 


ta 
out any more than we. For in all that Time, b 
the Cup, was conſtantly given to the Laity in 0 


their public Communions, though there are ſome 
Inſtances, yet neither many, nor early ones, in 
which the Bread alone was carried to private 
Houſes. And when ſome of the Laity, for ab- 
ſurd Reaſons, refuſed to take the Cup, no leſs 
than three Popes condemned them. But ſuper- 
ſtitious Imaginations gradually increaſing amongſt * 
Chriſtians, a Cuſtom aroſe firſt of giving the 
Bread dipt in Wine inſtead of both ſeparate, | 
and at laſt in the 15th Century, the Council of 
Conſtance, the ſame which decreed fo honeſtly, 
that Promiſes made to the Prejudice of the Ca- 
tholic Faith ought not to be kept (/), decreed alſo 
very modeſtly, that notwithſtanding (for ſo they 
expreſs it) our Saviour adminiſtred both Kinds, 
one only ſhall be adminiſtred for the Future to 
the Laity. And now it is made an Article of 
their Creed, that the whole Sacrament is given 
by giving this Part: ſo that whoever ſhall fay 
both are neceſſary, (which, if it be not a Truth, 


10 See Conrayer's Council of Trent. Vol. I. p. 695. 


One 


of Scriptures 
our Maker: that 

Wine, when appropr 
Religion, are ſo 
this whole A 
tation of the 


4 an Offering ufon it. 


commemorates an 
Gacrifice of 


* Chriſtians hav 


every Day offered up 
F nor Poſſibility- 
lat o be true, which 


Hebrews 3 
| t inculcate that Chriſt was 
| to be offered up often, jor then muſt he often 
| ſuffered but that he appeared once 
Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, wa e, offered fo 
| bear the Sins of man and by this one Offering hath 
Þ # for ever perf ancti 
therefore our 
St. Paul's is ſo too: 
though they often C 


Chriſtians 3 Who, 
Sacrifice, yet, 


Ordinance 2 


6 1 K 9 * III. 43 


e Bahfi Sing and continuing miraculous Puniſhments 
and Sn wicked Perſons which is binding and retaining 
Tificeheir Sins; and of removing ſuch Puniſhments» 
a figyhich is looſing and remitting them. But theſe 
pings the Romiſb Clergy can no more claim 


holy Sacrament, as Means of Grace; of denoun- 


Theſe Things, WE truſt, are done much more 
faithfully by us than them. There is indeed an- 
other Power, of exerciſing ſpiritual Diſcipline, 
for the Honour of che Church and the Sake of 


between the good, by admitting them do Com- 
munion with us, and the bad, by excluding them 
from it. In this we acknowledge that we are de- 
ficient: but they, ar worſe : for the) have ut- 
terly perverted it from a public Inſtitution of 
general Uſe and Influence» to a ſecret Tranſac- 
tion between a Sinner and his Confeſſor, in which 


1 only ſuch Abſolution is made neceſſary 9s 
- Þ} the Scripture hath no where required, but ſuch 
. | Confeſſion inſiſted on 45 is no WAY needful to it. 
f W Not needfu) from any Command of God: for 


the chief and almoſt only Text they plead for 
that Purpoſe, Confeſs your Faults one 0 another (K). 
no more obliges the People in all Caſes to reveal 


the Particulars of their Sins do the Prieſt, than 
the Prieſt to reveal the Particulars of his to the 


(k) James V- a 


People. 


| no 
Ee 
| 


pard : 
World. ry 
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ture p. public Confeſſion indeed they required in 
n's Maſes of public Scandal: but for private Con“ 
Abſoltefon in all Caſes it was never thought of as 
ther Command of God for 900 Y ears after Chriſt 
houthac determined to de ſuch till after 1200: when 
mathe ſame Council of Lateran decree it, which 
Live Jecreed alſo the depoſing of ſuch Princes ® wou 
Min not extir pate erely- And yet it is amazing 
the wr at Streſs the) now lay upon it. No Repen- 
emell tance, che tell us, will avail, if it be negle . 
Per and almoſt an) will do, if it be obſerve or 
then let a dying Sinner have only what they call At- 
wid trition, ſuch a Sorrow as ariſes merely from the 
mi Fear of being puniſhed without the eaſt Degree 
pro of Diſlike co Sin or Love do God, this Sorrow: 
are though not ſufficient without Abſolution, Yet» 
none! with it, is. So that it a Perſon wh hath diſre- 
nca# garded God all his Life, can but be made afraid 
off F of him at his Death» the Prieſt ſhall deliver him 
hey from Hell, and ſecure Heaven to him, by 4 
Far "| Word ſpeaking: Some leſſer puniſnments in 
hat ® deed he doth remain ſubject to &rſt; as to WHIC 
nly however there are Ways of making Matters as 
wy | ealy as Can well be wiſhed. But in order to un- 
- : derſtand them, another Head of Popiſfh Doctrine 
i- muſt be explained. 
— Our Saviour, me) tell us, having procured 
e- for repentine Sinners the Forgivene!s only of the 
— 4 eternal Puniſhment ue to their Sins, there re- 
1 mains a temporal puniſnment due to them ſtill, 
3 Which, if it be not in this Life either infliced 
f 4 by worldly Suffering, or ſatisfied for by 800 
| Works and penances, muſt be undergo” after 
Death, in the Pains of a Place called Purgat®ry : 
which Pains may: however, be mitigated and f 
| ſhortened, Partly by offering up Prayers for ſuch 
artly by granting Indulgences to 
„ Je are Heretics 


Perſons, and P 
th 


ven (m), this 


Judgement of God 


Od, wh 


ſhall try 
ſearch it as thoroughly as Fi 


it ſhall be lik 


(m) Mal. Iv; . 


( 


0) Amos, iy, 1. 
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ty ofabt ſome Men before the Day of Judgement, but 
ho Serto trying the Works of all Men at the Day of 
ſo mu Judgement: and, far from patronizing the Church 


We elf Rome, gives them indeed an awful Warning 
tory not to build on the Foundation of Chriſtianity Hay 
be ſug and Stubble; fuch uſeleſs Traſh as this, and many 


ot hau other of their Doctrines; which that great Day 

ention of the Lord will ſhew to have no Solidity in 
2 erh them: but their Works ſball be burnt up, themſelves 
Bus ſuffer Loſs, and at beſt be oo only fo as by Fire. 

en lay Their other Texts for Purgatory are, if poſſi- 
jon off ble, leſs to the Purpoſe than this: that Blaſple- 
hriſt my again/! the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not be forgiven, ei- 
ut If ther in this Life or that to come (p); which is only 
t he faying, it ſhall never be forgiven, but puniſhed 
Day # both here and hereafter: that he who agrees not 
lan, unt his Adverſary in the Way, ſhall be caſt by the 
the ® Fudge into Priſon, and not come out till he hath paid 
nal ® the uttermoſi Farthing (g); which perhaps is only 


an © faying, that whoever doth not make up a Differ- 
k, ence with his Neighbour before Trial, muſt 
at expect no Favour after: Or, if God be the 
# | Judge meant, the Senſe will be, that the Perſon 
h t* condemned ſhall never come out of Priſon, be- 


' Cauſe he never can pay the uttermoſt Farthing. 
| For Uncharitableneſs unrepented of, which is the 
Crime here mentioned, the Papiſts themſelves 
* own, ſends Men not to Purgatory, but to Hell. 
| As for their Notion, that our Saviour hath not 
| procured Forgiveneſs of the temporal Puniſh- 
ment of Sin, *tis certain from Scripture, that 
he hath procured the Forgiveneſs of every 
Thing that can properly be called Puniſhment. 
For his Blood cleanſeth us from all Sin (r); and 
therefore no Purgatory is needful. And there is 
no Condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſus (5), 


( Mat. xii. 34, () Mat. v. 28, 26. 
(r) 1 John, i, 7. (*) Rom. viii. 1, 


and 
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and conſequently no ſuch Place to be conde ouland 
to. Correction indeed there is; but this Gout of © 
rection is the Work, not of an offended Judperhaps 
but a merciful Father: and as he, by theſe for te 
many other Means endeavours to amend us, ſoixory» © 
ſhould uſe all proper Means to amend ourſely conc\ud 
but ſuch Penances as tend only to give Pa to Hell 
are not proper Means even in this Life, h = | 
is our only Time of Amendment; much leſs omſo 
any ſuch be inflifted on good Men in the oth ing 10 
when they will come too late for any valual E : 
Purpoſe. Bled, ſays the Angel, are the Di de g 
tat die in the Lord, from henceforth, from ed, t 
Hour of their Death, for they reſi from their 
bours (t). But miſerable, ſays the Church 
Rome, are many of the Dead that die in the Lor = 
for a long Time after, for they reſt not fre mar 
their Labours, but labour under the moſt grie, Bre 
ous Sufferings. But indeed, even their o 


apocryphal Scriptures might have taught the * 
better than this. The Souls of the Righteous an jo 
in the Hand of God, and there ſball no Torment touch 5 


them (u). Nor is their Plea from Antiquity 
better than that from Scripture. For though 
many had adopted ſtrange Notions of theſe? 
Things out of Heathen Fable and Philoſophy, ® 
into the Chriſtian Religion, yet Purgatory, in the 
1 Popiſn Senſe, was not heard of for 400 
ears after Chriſt; nor univerſally received 
even in the Weſtern Churches for 1000 Years ; © 
nor almoſt in any other Church than that of 
Rome, to this Day. But ſuppoſing there were 
ſuch a Place, how do they know concerning any & 
particular Perſon that he ever comes into it, or 
how long he ſtays in it? And if not, what is it 
but offering the Sacrifice of Fools (x), to make 
(t) Rev. xiv. 13. («) Wiſd. iu. 1. k 
) Eccles, v. 1. 
thouſands | 


* * A. * 
Toro 7 
Tx b . 


enghoulands of Prayers for one, who may be quite 
S ut of the Reach of them, either in Heaven, or 
uGperhaps in Hell? Though indeed, by praying 
le For the very wickedeſt of Men, as only in Purga- 
loftory, they ſtrongly tempt other wicked Men to 
elv& conclude, that none of their Communion ever go 
to Hell. And thus is this Invention at once ſo 

| _ a Terror to good Perſons, and ſo great a 
-omfort to bad ones, that one cannot help apply. 
the ing to it the Prophet's Words: With Lies ye have 
la made the Heart of the Righteous ſad, whom I have not 
made ſad ; and ſtrengthened the Hands of the Wick- 
ed, that he ſhould not return from his wicked Way, 
by promiſing him Life (u). But were they to pray 
not for particular Perſons, as they do, but only in 
general for all that are there; where is the Com- 
mand, where is even the Permiſſion for it ? Our 
Brethren on Earth we pray for, becauſe the 
Time of their Trial is not yet over. But the 
State of the Dead is fixed, and they ſhall receive, 
every Man, not according to our Prayers, but 
their own paſt Works. Purgatory, they tell us, 
is that Priſon whence Men ſhall not come out ' 
F they have paid ibe laſt Farthing : And what room is 


there then for our Prayers for them there? We 


own indeed, ſome Sort of Prayers for the Dead 
were uſed by the Church (though without any 
Warrant for them that appears) very early, within 
200 Years after Chriſt. But then originally theſe 


were made, not for Souls in Purgatory, for whom 


the Papiſts pray, but for Saints in Paradiſe, for 
whom they do not pray; for all righteous Perſons 
. deceaſed, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, even for 
the bleſſed Virgin herlelf : And hence it appears 
by the Way, that they did not pray e theſe ſince 
they prayed for them. And the SubjeQt-matter 
of their Prayers was, that God would grant them 
(u) "7 Xill+ 22. hi 
is 
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his promiſed Mercy in the Day of Judgement, No 
and ſpeedily complete their Happineſs in Body] «cir 


offe 


and Soul. In Proceſs of Time, it muſt be own- 
ed, Men fell into a Vatiety of groundleſs Suppo- 
ſitions, concerning the State of Chriſtians between 


Death and the Reſurrection; and upon theſe | 


Suppoſitions they formed their Prayers, which 


many Perſons went ſo far as to imagine could be- 


nefit even Sinners in Hell. But as alſo theſe Sub- 
poſitions, for a long Time, were different from, 
and inconſiſtent with, the Romiſb Notions of Pur- 
gatory, ſo the Prayers which the Ancients uſed ſor 
the Dead, even were they of Authority, (which 
they are not, for nothing is ſo but what appears 
to come from God) would condemn, and not juſ- 
tify thoſe Prayers which the Papiſts uſe. 

Another Popiſh Method of relieving Sinners 
is by Indulgences. Originally this Word meant 
a very right Thing, the Mitigation of the Seve- 
rity or Length of Ecclefiaſtical Cenſures towards 
ſuch, as, by an exemplary Repentance, had de- 
ſerved it. Nor was any other Sort of Indulgences 


known for at leaſt 600 Years, perhaps much 


longer. But the preſent Notion of the Church 
of Rome about them, (though in their Diſputes 
with us they would fain diſguiſe it if they could) 
is this, Many of the Saints, it ſeems, having 
not only done enough to merit immediate En- 
trance into Heaven, but more than was neceflary 
for that Purpoſe, this Overplus cf their Good- 
neſs, called uſually Works of Supererogation, 
joined with the infinite Merits of Chriſt, makes 
a Treaſure of ineſtiinable Value, which: the 
Church hath the Diſpoſal of, and the Pope. as 
Head of the Church, applies towards the Re miſ- 
ſion of their Sins, who either fulfil in their Life- 
time certain Conditions appointed by him, or 
whoſe Friends will fulfil them aſter their 8 

g 6 QW 
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Now we, on the contrary, have learned from 
Scripture, that in many Things the beſt of us all 
offend ; that, were our Obedience perfect, it were 
no more than our Duty ; and that, to the Grace 
of God, not to the Merit of our Works, the Sal- 
vation of our Souls is on In ſome Reſpects, 
indeed, in uſeleſs Mortifications and Obſervances 
of no. Value, we acknowledge many Saints of 
their Church have done much more than God 
requires, much more than he approves or will 
reward. But even had they done more really 
good 'Things than they were obliged to, this 
might indeed increaſe their own Happineſs in 
another World: but what Pretence is there for 
affirming, that inſtead of that it ſhall be tranſ- 
ferred away to the Benefit of others; and thoſe 
others, juſt whomſoever the Pope ſha]l pleaſe ? 
This ſure is very hard. But after all, what is 
the Benefit conferred by theſe Indulgences ? If it 
be only Deliverance, either wholly, or in Part, 
from Purgatory ; there is no ſuch Place to be de- 
livered from. And that it is rom Hell, they dare 
not ſay indeed, but they do every Thing that 
can make the Ignorant think it. Why elſe are 
Chriſt's Merits mentioned as one Ground of In- 
dulgences ? For he hath not merited, they tell 
us, Deliverance from temporary Puniſhments, as 
Purgatory is, but from eternal ones only. Why 
alſo do their Indulgences declare themſelves to 
beſtow the moſt full Remiſſion and Forgiveneſs 
of all Sins, if they mean only the ſmalleſt Part 
of Forgiveneſs ? Theſe Things are too plainly 
calculated to deceive poor Wretches into a fatal 
Belief, that, by ſuch Methods, Wickedneſs here 


may become conſiſtent with Happineſs hereafter. 


Repentance indeed IS, in Words, made one 
Condition of obtaining theſe Indulgences : But 
this is eaſily explained away, or overlooked 

| 2 amongſt 
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amongſt the others joined with it, of ſaying ſo inte 

many Prayers, going to ſo many Proceſſions, and] go 

| paying ſo much Money. * if their own Hiſto- ] hi 

frians are to be credited, the Inhabitants of whole w 
Cities at once, upon viſiting certain Churches, 
and paying a certain Sum, have before now been 9 
abſolved of all their Sins by the Pope, with theſe 

very Words added; Even though they had not t 
been contrite for them, nor confeſſed them. But, as 

the Reformation was firſt brought on by the \ 
Enormities of Indulgences, ſo, 1 the Refor- 
mation, they have in many Places, both in this 
and other Reſpects, greatly moderated their 
Practices, though they have never effectually dif. 
claimed their Principles. And indeed, as angry 
as ny are with that happy Event, they have 
great Reaſon to be thankful for it, on Account of 
ſeveral Changes for the better, which it has pro- 
duced amongſt them; eſpecially where Part of 


N - 


any Country have been Proteſtants. For elſe- 

where all their Abuſes are kept up. And for © 
one Proof of it, I have now in my Cuſtody a ple- * 
nary Indulgence granted for a ſmall Piece of Gold | 


at Rome this very Year (w) to an abſolute 
Stranger, for himſelf, for his Kindred to the 
„third Degree, and to thirty Perſons more, for 
whoſe Names a proper Blank is left in the Inſtru- 
ment. So that had not the Reformation given 
them ſome Check, God knows whether by this 
Time Chriſtianity had been diſccverable under 
the Changes and Diſguiſes which the prevailing 
Part of them would have deformed it with.— 
Conſider but to what Lengths Matters had alrea- 
dy gone, in this one Article of the Remiſſion of (| 
Sins. The Neceſſity of Confeſſion puts the Se- 
crets of every Man's Heart and Life into the 
Breaſt of the Prieſt, ny the Power of admitting 
(w) 1745. | 
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into Heaven, or excluding from it, forced the bi- 
gotted Sinner to do whatever ſhould be enjoined 
him. In how monſtrous a Manner this Power 
was uſed, the Hiſtories of all Nations dreadfully 
ſhew. And then to preſerve it from growing 
uite intolerable, an Artifice was added that 
made it ſtill more fatal. It is too well known 
that Mankind will do any Thing rather than their 
Duty, and part with any Thing ſooner than heir 
Vices. On the Terms therefore of ſubmitting 
in other Points, they were made eaſy in this fa- 
vourite one, The ſtricteſt Rules of Life indeed 
were laid down for ſuch as thought themſelves 
bound to be ſtrit : but for thofe, who deſired to 
be otherwiſe, ſuperſtitious Obſervances were al- 
lowed to take Place of real Duties ; idle Penances 
to ſtand inſtead of true Repentance and Reforma- 
tion: without a Zeal for ſuch Follies as theſe, 
the beſt Man was reckoned to have but ſmall Hope 
of future Happineſs; and with a Zeal for the No- 
tions and Intereſts of holy Church, the worſt 
Man was eaſily ſecured from future Miſery. Ab- 
ſolution, if he were but ever ſo little ſorry for 
having been a Sinner, would ſet him clear at 
once from Hell; and, if he had but either Time 
to perform a few filly Devotions and Mortificati- 
ons while he lived, or Money to purchaſe a good 
many Prayers for him when he died, his Con- 
finement in Purgatory muſt ſoon be over: and 
thus was the Neceſſity of a holy Life quite 
taken away, and the Goſpel of Chriſt altogether 
made void. Far be it from us of this Church to 
affright you with ſuch vain Terrors, or deceive 
you with ſuch vain Hopes. On the contrary, be 
aſſured that were all the Prieſts on Earth to re- 
fuſe abſolving a true Penitent, it would never 
hurt him; and were they all to join in abſolving 
a Man that hath not repented as the Goſpel re- 
| C 3 quires, 
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quires, it would do him no Good. Be affured 

that no Equivalent in the World will be accepted 
inſtead of true inward Piety, nor all the good 
Works of all the Saints in Heaven compenſate in 
the teaſt Degree for the Want of good Works in 


any one Man on Earth. Never be moved 


then by the moſt confident Pretences of this 
Kind, but know, for a Certainty, that whoever 
flies for Refuge from his Sins to thoſe who will 
fatter him with ſuch wretched Expedients as 
theſe ; inſtead of mending his Condition by truſt- 
ing to them, only makes it worſe and more deſ- 
perate than it was before. The Words of God 
in the Caſe of the J/raelites, are juſt as applicable 
in this : Becauſe you have ſaid; we have made a Co- 
venant with Death, and with Hell we are at Apree- 
ment; when the over flowing Scourge ſhall paſs through 
it ſhall not come unto us, for we have made Lies our © 
Refuge, and under Falſbood have we hid ourſelves: | 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God —Your Covenant © 
with Death ſhall be diſannulled, and your Agreement 
with Hell ſhall not fland: when the overflowing © 
Scourge ſhall paſs through, then ſhall ye be trodden 
down by it. Judgment will I lay to the Line, and 
Righteouſneſs to the Plummet; and the Hail (hall 
ſweep away the Refuge of Lies, and the Waters 
ſhall overflow the Hiding-place (x). 

Ye tberefore, Beloved, to conclude with the 
Words of St. Peter, ſeeing ye know theſe Things, 
beware left, being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, ye fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs But 


grow in Grace, and in the Knawledve of our Lord 


and Saviour Feſus Chriſt (y). To him be Glory 
both now and for ever. Amen. 


(x) IC. xxviii. 15, 17, 18, 
( 2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. 
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— E xhorting and teſtifying that this is the true 
Grace of God wherein ye fland. 


F TER fixing the Rule of Chriſtian 

Faith and Practice, I proceeded to com- 

pare with this Rule the chief Things which dif- 

tinguiſh the Church gf Rome from ours, Great 

Numbers of theſe I have already conſidered, and 

ſhall now, for your fuller Satisfaction, go on to 
ſome others. 

Several of their Notions concerning the Par- 
don of Sin I have mentioned and confuted ; but 
there ſtill remains one more to be ſpoken of: their 
Cuſtom, when a ſick Perſon is near Death, of 
anointing his Eyes, and Ears, and Noftrils, and 
Mouth, and Hands, ſometimes alſo his Feet, and 
Reins, with Oil conſecrated by the Biſhop, and 
praying, that in Virtue of that Anointing, the 
Sins which he hath committed, by the ſeveral Or- 
gans of his Body, may be forgiven him. This 
they call extreme Unfion, or the Sacrament of 
dying Perſons ; and teach, that, beſides Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, it gives Compoſure and Strength bf 
Mind to go through the Agonies of Death. All 
this they build wholly on the following Paſſage 
of St. James. Is any ſick among you ? Let him call 
for the Elders of the Church, and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with Oil in the Name of the Lord, 
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And the Prayer of Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and the 
Lord ſhall raiſe him up ; and if he have committea 
Sins, they ſhall be forgiven him (a), But a little 
Conſideration will ſhew that what St. James ap- 
points is very different from what the Church of 
Rome does. In thoſe Days miraculous Gifts were 
common; that of healing Diſeaſes in particular: 
and the perſons who had theſe Gifts were uſually 
the Elders of the Churches, whom the Apoſtle 
here directs to be ſent for. And as Miracles, in 
Condeſcenſion to the Genius of the Jewiſb Peo- 


ple, to whom this Epiſtle is directed, were ac- 


companied, for the moſt Part, with ſome out- 


ward Act of Ceremony, by the Performer of 


them; (a Practice which our Saviour himſelf of- 
ten complied with ;) ſo the Ceremony uſed in 
healing the Sick by Miracle, viz anointing them 
with Oil, was one to which the Jews had been 


accuſtomed ; Oil being a Thing of which much 


Uſe was made in the Eaſtern Countries, on many 
Occaſions (b). Accordingly we read, that, when 
our Saviour ſent out his Diſciples with a Power 
from Heaven to cure Difeaſes, though he pre- 
ſcribed to them no particular Form for that Pur- 
poſe, yet they adopted this ; they anointed with 
Oil many that were ſich, and healed them (c). Now 
what the Evangeliſt tells us they did, is evidently 
the very Thing which St. James direAs the Elders 


of 

(a) James v. 14, 15. 

(b) See Wheatley on the Office for the Sick. And Cro- 
tius, on Mark vi. 13. ſays the Jews uſed it when they 
prayed for the Sick, to expreſs their Hope of . 
from God in their Behalf that Joy and Gladneſs whic 
Oil ſignities. Preſervutive againſt Popery, Tit. 7. e. ii. 
6. 4. P. 62. 

(c) Mark vi. 13 The Council of Trent had at firſt 
ſaid, that extreme Unction was inſſituted in this, Place, 
but afterwards changed that Word for in/inuated. 
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of the Church to do. And therefore, ſince the 
Anointing mentioned in the Goſpel was only a 
mere Circumſtance uſed in miraculous Cures ; 
that alſo mentioned in the Epiſtles can be nothing 
more. Accordingly. we find St. James neither 
appoints any Conſecration of the Oil, nor aſcribes 
any Efficacy to it, as the Papiſts do : but ſays, 
the Prayer of Faith fhall ſave the Sick, Now if 
this means only Prayer offered up in a general 
Faith of God's Providence, we uſe it for the 
Sick, as well as they, and may hope for the ſame 
good Effect from it. But Faith, in many Places 
of Scriggure, ſignifies that ſupernatural Perſuaſion 
and Feeling of a Power to work Miracles, which 
in thoſe Days was frequent. Thus St. Paul ſays, 
Though had all Faith, fo that I could remove Moun- 
tains (d), &c. And therefore the Prayer of Paith, 
lince it is ſo abſolutely promiſed here that it ſhall 
ſave the Sick, probably means a Prayer proceeding 
from this extraordinary Perſuaſion and Impulſe : 
ſuch a one as, in the next Verſe, we tranſlate an 
Hectual fervent Prayer, but ſhould tranſlate an 


 mwrought or inſpired Prayer. And therefore un- 


leſs, in the Church of Rome, the Prieſt, as often 
as he adminiſters extreme Unction, acts and 
prays by immediate Inſpiration, his Prayers are 
not of the Sort St. James ſpeaks of; nor are Gay 
directed to the ſame End, The Benefit which: 
he promifes from the Prayers that he appoints, is 
the Recovery of Health : The Prayer of Faith ſhall 
fave theSick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him up: where- 
as they of the Church of Rome never uſe this Ce- 


remony with any Hope of Recovery, nor indecd, 


unleſs they happen to miſtake, till the Perſon is. 
quite paſt Recovery. And, for this Reaſon again, 


his anointing and theirs are quite different Things. 


For though St. James does add; And, if he have 
(d) x Cor, xiii, 2, See allo Mat, xvii. 20. john xiv. 

I2, 13. 

C5 committed 
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committed Sins, they ſhall be . bim; yet the 
very Doubt, implied in the Word if, ſhews, he 
is not ſpeaking of a Sacrament inſtituted purpoſe- 
ly for the Remiſſion of Sins, as the Church of 
Rome make their Unction to be. And indeed 
this relates to the very fame Thing with his for- 
mer Words. For, as bodily Sickneſs and In- 
firmity was frequently a Puniſhment for Sin; 
(whence, to mention no other Proof, St. Paul 
tells the Corinthians (e), for this Cauſe many are 
weak and fickly among you, and many ſleep ;) So, the 
very Form of miraculouſly healing a Perſon of 


' theſe Infirmities, uſed by our Saviour is, Son, thy 


Sins be forgiven thee (f): that is the Illneſs inflicted 
on thee for thy Sins is removed. Since therefore 
St. James promiſes F orgieenes of Sins in juſt a 
like Caſe, we are certainly to underſtand him in 
juſt che like Senſe; viz. that, if the Sickneſs of 
any. Perſon prayed for were the Puniſhment of 


any Sin; that Puniſhment ſhould be remitted, 


and his Health reſtored, Now this Forgiveneſs 
of the temporal Puniſhment of ſome particular 
Sins, Which is what St. James promiſes, the 
Church of Rome does not pramiſe from this Cere- 
mony ; and the Forgiveneſs of the future Puniſh- 
ment of all thoſe Sins, that the ſick Perſon hath 


ever committed by his Bodily Organs, which 


St. James does not promiſe, they do. Though 


indeed it is a little hard to conceive, when all a 


Man's Sins have been already forgiven; (as they. 
ſay they are, by the Prieſt's Abſoſution) how any 
of them ſhould want to be forgiven again per- 
haps, by Extreme Unction, the Moment after. 
But the Truth is, they themſelves lay not near 
ſo much Streſs on this Ceremony's procuring Par- 
don of Sin, as its procuring Compoſure of Mind, 


againſt the Terrors of Death. Now moſt evi- 
(e) 1 Cor, xi. 30. (f) Mat. ix. 2. See alſo John v. 14. 
| dently, 
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dently, this ExpeCtation St. James hath not ſaid 
one Word to countenance : So that his Precept, 
which ſeems at firſt Sight to be ſome Ground 
for their Practice, and is the only Ground they 
have, relates indeed to a quite different Thing, 
as one of their Cardinals, Cajetan (g), acknow- 
ledges: Though the Council of Trent, Seſs. 14. 
hath thought proper ſince to curſe all that ſhall 
ſay it. The Anointing preſcribed by St. James 
therefore, being intirely of a miraculous Nature 

was in all Reaſon to ceaſe, when Miracles were 
no more. And accordingly the primitive Chriſ- 
tians, though they ſpeak more than once of 
anointing with Oil in miraculous Cures; yet, in 
common cafes, never mention it -as a cuſtom, 
much, leſs as one appointed in Scripture, for the 
firſt 600 Years (h). After that indeed, they came 
to uſe it upon all ſick Perſons in the Beginning of 
Sickneſs, for a Means of Recovery, as the Greet 
Church doth yet; till finding it of little Benefit 
in that Way, the Church of Rome, about the 
twelfth Century, began to uſe it, in the Extremi- 
ty of Sickneſs, as a Sacrament of Preparation for 
Death: which if it were in Reality, they are 
ſurely much to blame for not giving it under the 
Apprehenſiohs of an approaching violent Death; 
for Inſtance, before a Malefactor is executed; 
where it cannot but be as needful, as in the Fears 
of a natural one. Upon the whole, you ſee our 
laying aſide a Ceremony which hath long been 
uſeleſs, and, by leading Perſons into ſuperſtitious 
Fancies, might be hurtful, can be no manner of 


' Loſs, whilſt every Thing that continues truly 


valuable in St. James's Direction, is preſerved in 


our Office for viliting the Sick: concerning which 


(g) Preſervative. Tit. vii. e. 2. $ 2. p. 60 


(h) Concerning a Paſſage of An. L. in the Beginning of 
the gth Century, ſee Preſerv. p. 75* I hall 
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4 TI ſhall only add, that it is much to be wiſhed Men Roo 


would ſo live in the Time of their Health, as to Tha 

need the leaſt ſpiritual Aſſiſtance that is poſſible, ſaye 

in the Time of their Sickneſs ; and that what tha! 

they do need, they would all apply for early, five 
when it might be of great Benefit to them, and Voi. 
{ not content themſelves with calling in the Miniſ- Wo 
| ter at laſt for mere Form's Sake, when he can do low 
* them little Good, or none. Br 
| Another Point, in which we differ from the bei 
| Church of Rome, is, that all their public Pray- be 
| ers are in the Latin Tongue, ours in our own. th 
| This ſure at leaſt is no Hereſy, that, when we of 
| ray to God, we all know what we ſay, Our in 
* Pradice juſtifies itſelf. But how is theirs juſti- rl 

fied? Reaſon and common Senſe plainly con- a 
| demn it. Anriquity is no leſs againſt them: for 1 
j every Chriſtian Church originally had their own f 
| Service in their own Tongue. That of the Weſtern 


| World was in Latin, only becauſe Latin was their | 
common Language: and therefore, It ſhould have 
been no longer in Latin, when that ceaſed to be 
their common Language. And for Scripture, read 
but the 14th Chap. of 1 Corinthians and ſee, 
what St. Paul would have judged of this Romiſb 
1 Practice. Even when there was a, miraculous 
| Gift of Tongues in the Church, and Men pray- 
| ed, or propheſied in ſtrange Languages by In- 
| ſpiration ; even then he requires ſuch perſons to 

keep Silence, unleſs another were ready to in- | 


| terpret publickly what they ſpoke : for ſays he, 
| Brethren —— except ye utter Words eaſy to be un- | 
| derflood, hero ſbailit be known what is ſpoken? for \2 
| ye ſhall ſpeak inte the Air. If I know not the 
| Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be unto him that 
1 Jheateth a Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh, ſhall be 
1 4 Larbarian unts me. How ſha'l he that occupieth the 

. Room 
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Room of the unlearned ſay Amen, at thy giving o 

wats eeing he * not po. * 12 
ſayeſt ? Ithant my God I ſpeak with Tongues more 
than you all: yet in the Church, I had rather ſpeak 
five Words with my Underſtanding, that by my 
Voice I might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand 
Wards in an unknown Tongue. It immediately fol- 
lows, and very fitly to the preſent Purpoſe : 
Brethren, be not Children in Under/tanding : hows 


beit in Malice be ye Children, but in Underſlanding 


be Men. For never ſure was greater Childiſhne/s, 
than to be ſatisfied with the mere outward Show 
of Prayers to God, perhaps without underſtand- 
ing one Word of them, which is not praying at 
all; nor greater Malice, that is, more wicked 
and cruel Cunning, than to keep the poor People 
in this Darkneſs, and plead for it with ſuch un- 
fair Pretences as they do. Some of them tell us 
very gravely, that Latin, far from being an un- 
known Tongue, is the beſt known of any in 
Europe. And if it were ; yet if this beſt known 
Tongue is notwithſtanding unknown to ninety- 
nine Perſons in a hundred, why muſt they all be 
confined to it, and not have each their own 
Prayers in their own Tongue? Why, that Vari- 
ety would be. very inconvenient, they fay, to 
Travellers. But whoſe Convenience is moſt to 
be conſulted ? That of whole Nations, or of a 
few Perſons that come amongſt them occaſional- 
ly? But vulgar Tongues, they ſay, are perpetu- 
ally changing, and Expreſſions growing impro- 
er and unintelligible. I anſwer : our having our 
Bible and Prayer-Book, in the vulgar Tongue, 
undoubtedly prevents its changing near ſo faſt as 
it would otherwiſe. But when it does change, 
let them, where it is needful, be changed to it, 
For which is worſe, to take this little Trouble of 
| altering 
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K altering a few Words and Phrafes once in a hun- 


7 

0 dred Years, or to let People go on for Ages toge- fl 
| ther, with Prayers and Leffons, of which the leaſt 
underſtand not one Word ? But they alledge far- ble t 


ther, that ſome of their Prayers, indeed a great 
Part of the Maſs, it would be uſeleſs to have ſaid ] 
in their own Language; for the Prieſt is ordered 


| do 
| to ſpeak it ſo low, that it cannot be heard: as if for 
| | one Fault would excuſe another, inſtead of mak- ma 


ing it greater. But many of their Prayers, they of 
1 ſay, may be underſtood : for though ſpoken in 
| Latin, there are printed Franſlations of them in 
Engliſh. But ſtill, great Part of them is not tran- ha 
ſlated, unleſs it be by ſome very modern Indul- 


[ in 
j gence (i): and that which is, nothing but our W 
making them aſhamed of themſelves hath for- le 


ced them to, of late, in theſe Parts of the World 
againſt their Wille For we know that when, v 
within this laſt Century, ſome well meaning | 
Biſhops of their own Church in France, had pub- 8 
liſhed the Maſs in the vulgar Tongue, for the | 
People's Uſe; the then Pope declared them 
Sons of 'Perdition to all the World, and con- 
demned what they had done, as if it were the 
Overthrow of Religion (K). So that, for aught 
we know, the ſame Liberty taken here may fall 
under the ſame Condemnation, when a proper 
Time comes. Or were the contrary ever ſo cer- 
tain, ſtill putting their Prayers into Engliſb for 
the People, only ſhews that they ought to be 
fpoken in Engliſb by the Prieft ; for this round- 
about Way is evidently a moſt abſurd one; that | 
he ſhould be praying in one Language, and they \ 


| 
| 


(i) The Engliſh Tranfl:tion of the Order and Cuſtom of the 
Maſs, hath omitted many of the Ceremonies, particular] 
above cwenty Croſſes out of leſs than thirty. Teniſon on Idol. 


9 
: (K) Tillotſon, Serm. 246. 


following 
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following him by Gueſs, as well as they can, in 
another. Beſides, Multitudes of their poor Peo- 
ple have never heard of theſe 'I'ranſlations, or at 
leaſt, have them not: Multitudes more are una- 
ble to read them: and all theſe muſt be left quite 
in the dark, But we are told, they have a good: 
Intention in general: they reverence what they 
do nat underſtand, and this is ſufficient. Now 
for the Purpoſes of ſpiritual Dominion, this 
may be ſufficient, and ſuch Devotions, as many 
of theirs are, will, we own, be more reverenced 
for not being underſtood. But for the Edificati- 
on of the People, it is far from being ſufficient, to 
have good Intentions in general, and no Meaning 
in particular; to pray to God for they know not 
what ; and hear Leſſons read, which they can 
learn nothing from. 1 4 | 
Another Thing, akin to the former, in which. 
we differ from the Church of Rome, is, that we al- 
low and exhort all Perſons to read the holy 
Scriptures diligently, They, on the contrary, 
have expreſly decreed, that, ſince the promiſcu- 
ous Allowance of Bibles in the vulgar Tongue 
does more Harm, than Good, (theſe are the very 
Words of the Index publiſhed in Conſequence of 
the, Council of , Trent's Order,) no one ſhall be. 
ſ\uffexed to read "Tranſlations, of Scripture, even 
though made; by Catholics,. as they call theme. 
ſelves, unleſs the Biſhop or Inquiſitor, by the 
Advice of the Curate or Confeſſor, give him 
leave in writing: and whoever tranſgrefles this 
Rule, ſhall not be abſolved till he gives up his 
Pile, Nay, throughout the whole Kingdom of 
pain, all Bibles in their own Tongue are abſo- 
jutely forbidden. And in all Popiſh- Countries, 
getting one, by che Means here preſcribed. being 
a Matter of Lime, and Form, and Difficulty, 
and Suſpicion, the Generali:y ſeldom put * 
clves 
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ſelves to the Trouble of it. So that in many 
Parts of the World there are great Multitudes 
of that Communion, who perhaps have never 
either read or heard in their own Tongue one 
Chapter of the Bible in their whole Lives. Or 
if any one does aſk for Leave, it is never grant- 
ed, where they dare refuſe it, excepting to ſuch 


as they are well aſſured beforehand will ſee no- 


thing there but what they are bidden. So that 
where they have permiſſion to read the Scrip- 
ture, they have none to underſtand it. Beſides 


that, this Permiſſion, even in thoſe Countries 
where they are obliged to indulge it the moſt 


freely, as in our own, is but during Pleaſure, 
and may at any Time be taken away when it 
will ſerve the Turn better: nor dare the poor 
deluded People, upon Pain of Damnation, help 
themſelves. And as to Proteſtant Tranſlations, 
having one is looked on as a Mark of Hereſy ; for 
which, in this very Nation, poor Creatures 


have been burnt; and their Bibles with them. 


Which Practice now, think you, is the righter, 
theirs or ours? What Authority can there be on 
Earth to forbid any part of Mankind from read- 
ing what Heaven hath revealed to them? *Tis 
the Law of our Lives, the Foundation of our 
Hopes; God hath given it to us, and Man hath 
no Right to take it from us. But they tell us it 
is from Kindneſs they do it: for there is great 
Danger that the Scripture may be miſunderfiood 
and perverted : unlearned and unſtable Men (e), 
St. Peter hath declared, may wre/l it to their own 


Deęſtruction. Now this is poſſible indeed: and fo 


it is poſſible every Thing may be applied to an 

fl Purpoſe : Health, Strength, Food, Liberty, 

common Day-light : but is this a Reaſon for tak- 

ing away any of them? It is poſſible that Per- 
(e) 2 Pet. iii. 16. 


ſons 
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ſons may do themſelves Harm by having the 
Scriptures : but is it not ſomething more than poſ- 
ſible, that they may ſuffer Harm from the Want 
of them; and be de/iroyed, as the Prophet tells 
us, for lack of Knowledge (m)? Why do not theſe 
Perſons, who are ſo very cautious in this Caſe, 
ſhew the ſame Caution in others, which ſurely 
need it full as much ? Why do they never re- 
ſtrain any Body from Image Worſhip, for fear 
of their falling into Idolatry ? Why do they ne- 
ver forbid the Uſe of Indulgences, for fear of 
their being miſtaken for a Licence to ſin ? Mul- 
titudes of Queſtions like theſe might be with 
equal Reaſon aſked; and it is very ſtrange, me- 
thinks, that they ſhould be ſuſpicious of nothing 
doing Harm but the Bible. But aſter all, is the 
Danger ſo very great? Hath God Almighty in- 
ſpired Men to write and publiſh ſo exceedingly 
unſafe a Book, and ſo very unfit to be read by 
the Generality of thoſe, for whom he intended 
it ; that had not the Church of Rome, in their 
great Wiſdom, forbidden Perſons to look into it, 
without their Leave, it might have done infinite 
Harm, and does not a little ſtill? We cannot 
think ſo. Men were liable to make an ill uſe of 
Things, to fall into Errors and Hereſies, in all 
Ages. Yet neither the Prophets under the Old 
Teſtament, nor our Saviour and his Apoſtles in 
the Times of the New, ever bethought them- 
ſelves of this Way for preventing it; but recom- 
mend and enjoin the reading of Scripture in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms. Now it is wonderful they 
ſhould not be as wiſe as thoſe who come after 
them. St. Peter himſelf, who mentions this 
Danger of Men's wre/ting the Scriptures, yet does 
not in the leaſt blame, but ſuppoſe, every Man's 
reading them notwithſtanding. And St. Paul, 


(m) Hol, iv. 6. 
whoſe 


74 NN V. 


vernors, as our Proteſtant Brethren abroad were 
forced to do: was there not a Cauſe? When the 
Word of God was hidden from Men, and his 
Worſhip performed in an unknoun Tongue; 
When pernicious Falſehoods were required to be 
profeſſed, and ſinful Terms of Communion to be 
complied wih; when Chyrch-Authority, by 
fupperting ſuch Things as theſe, became incon- 
ſiſtent with the Ends for whichit was eſtabliſhed; 
what Remedy was there but to throw it off, and 
form new Eſtabliſhments? If in theſe there 
were any Itregularities, they were the Faults of 
thoſe who forced Men into them; and are of no 
Confequence in Compariſon with the Reaſon that 
made a Change neceſſary. For were a Man to 
ſeparate himſelf from every Church he knows on 
Earth, in Order to obey the Laws of Chriſt, 
be would ſtil} be a moſt valuable Member of that 
general Afembly. and Church of the fixſt-bern, that 
are written in Heaven (a). Fer. what Cammunion 
hath Light with Darkneſs ? — And what Agreement 
bath the Temple of Gad with Idals *—Wherefere 
come out from among them and be ye ſeparate, ſuith 
the Lord, and I will receive you, and will be 4 Fa- 
ther unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
faith the Lord Almighty. (b) _ | 
But *tis an Article of Faith, they tell us, that 
the Church of Rome is the Mother and. Miſtreſs 
of all Churches, and therefore to caſt off her Au- 
thority, can never be lawful. We anſwer, The 
Mother af all Churches, ſhe certainly is not, 
for in Feruſalem was the firſt Chriſtian Society, 
and from thence were derived many others, more 
ancient than that of Rome. Nor was that 
Church, the Mother of the Britiſh Churches, nor 
of all the Exgliſ. But had the frit Perſans that 
(a) Heb, xii, 23. (U) 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 17, 18. 

founded 
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founded the Goſpel here been fent from Rome, that 
had given them no Manner of Authority over us. 


ven ſhould be given him, and that whatever be 

| bound'or leoſed on Earth, ſhould be bound or hoſed in 

| Heaven (g). But this very ſame, and other as 

| great Things, are ſaid to all the Apoſtles equal- 
| ly (h). St Peter was appointed by Chrift fe feed 

his Sheep (i): but ſo ſurely wasevery one of them. 

The firſt Rank therefore he might have among 

the Apoſtles ; but Authority over them not the 

leaſt. On the contrary, St. Paul tells us, that be 
withſtood St. Peter to the Face, becauſe he was to be 
blamed (k), and ſays of himſelf, in two different 
| Places, that he was nothing behind, not a whit 
„ bebind, the very chiefeſt Apoſtles (|). But had 
| . i. 22, iv. d) Mat. xvi. 1 

8 Eh. i. — 9 * 82 xxi 2 


(g) Matt. xvi. 19. 
| 130 Matt. xviii. 18, John xx. 23. 
(1) John xxi. 15, 16, 17. | 5 $ 
(k) Gal. ii, 11. | () 2 Cor, xi. & Xii. 11. 
D 2 t, Peter 


his Whence is ſhe then the Miftreis ? Why, St. Pe- 

23 jer was head of the Church, and the Biſhops of 
de Rome are his Succeſſors. But the Scripture tells 
be us, Cbriſ is Head of the Church (e), and tells us 

by of no other. We own it was ſaid to St. Peter, Upon 
= - - this Rock will I build my Church (d). But this 
d; Rock, for aught they can ever prove, might be, 
nd not St. Peter's Perſon, but his Confeſſion made 
re immediately before: that Jeſus was the Chriſt. Or, 
of if the Church was to be built on St. Peter, yet 
0 not on him alone, but upon the Foundation of all the 
" Apoſtles and Prophets, as St. Paul teaches expreſs- 
0 ly (e). And accordingly, the Wall of the new Fe- 
1 ruſalem, or Church of God, is faid to have twelve 
, Faimdations, on which were the Names of the twelve 
b Apoſtles of the Lamb (f). To St. Peter indeed it 
i was promiſed, that the Keys of the Kingdom of Hea- 
| 
| 


— — 
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St. Peter poſſeſſed ever ſo much Authority, what 
is that to the Church of Rome? Why; St. F. 
ter was Biſhop of Rome. But even this is what 
they can never prove, nor is it probable. Or if 
he was, perhaps it was only of the Jewiſh Chriſ- 
tians at Rome. For St. Paul tells us, the Goſpel of 
the Uncircumciſion was committed to him, and that of 
the Circumciſion to Peter (m); and theFewiſbChurch 
there is extinct. Or if Biſhop. of all Rome, 
he was Biſhop, they ſay, alſo. of Antioch 5 and 
why muſt their Church inherit his Authority 
more than that Church? But why indeed mult 
it be inherited at all? It was given perſonally to 
St. Peter as an Apoftle : what had others to do 
with it who were no Apoſtles, though they did 
ſucceed him as Biſhops ? All Pre-eminence of 
one Church above another was nothing origi- 
nally, but an Inſtitution of Men for Convenience 
and Order. Rome being the chief City in the 
World, it was natural to look on the Biſhop. of 
Rome as the chief Biſhop. And Precedence being 
thus allowed them ; by Time and Opportunity, 
and Arts that were often very wicked ones, ny 
improved it into a Claim of Authority: 
which, though not near the whale Church rs 
ſubmitted, yet at Length a great Part did. 
Then to the Prerogative, of which they had 
thus by Degrees got Poſſeſſion, they began to 
pretend Chriſt himſelf had originally given them 
a Right. And having, managed, ſo well, that 
Part of the World believed them, and Part durſt 
not contradict them; they took on them the Ti- 
tle of univerſal Biſhops, which one of themſelves 
not long before had declared, whoever fhould 
take, was the Forerunner of Antichriſt. And 
then under this they claimed all Power over the 
Souls, Bodies, and Fortunes of Men, and exer- 


(m) Gal. ii. 7. 


ciſed 
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A | ciſedit with all poſſible Inſolence, Rapaciouſneſs, 
hae Cruelty and Impiety. | 

if Now what could there be done when ſuch 2 


iſ. Power was thus acquired, and thus exerciſed, 
' of but to throw it off, and aſſert that Liberty to 
of which we had an undoubted Right ? For as to 
ch any Scheme of coming to Terms, never did tlie 
” Church of Rome recede from any one Pretexſion 
1d ſhe ever made. The Exerciſe of Authority ſhe hath 
ty omitted indeed, whenever ſhe durſt not exerciſe 
ſt it: but all her Claims ſne hath conſtantly kept up, 
0 and excommunicates yearly to this Day, every 
0 Prince in Chriſtendom that ſhall refuſe Obedience 
d to any Conſtitution of the Pope's whatever. 
f "Tis true, even the Popiſh Princes at preſent re- 
yard not this Excommunication, and ſhe knows 
not how to make them regard it. But were once 
the Proteflanty reunited to that Church on the 
| Terms of allowing her any Superiority : who 
knows how ſoon a Power, that had once riſen 
from nothing to that formidable Height which 
it had attained, may riſe again to be as formida- 
ble as ever ? 8 
Another of their Pleas is this: That 
which was the ancient Religion and Church 
muſt be the true one. Now where was your 
Church, ſay they, before Henry the VIllth ? 
Where was your Religion before Luther ? We 
: anſwer, our Church was before that Time juſt 
: where it is now. Only then it was corrupted 
ö with many ſinful Errors, from which it is now 
; & - reformed. Still *tis the ſame Church it was be- 
1 fore: juſt as a Man formerly addicted to many 
Vices, and afflicted with many Diſtempers, 
continues the ſame Man, after he hath forſaken 
the one, and recovered from the other; and it 
. would be very ſtrange to make his Alteration for 
ö the better an Objection againſt, him. And for 
: Þh Cm" Ez 
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our Religion: where was that before Luber? 


Why, wherever F 9s Did Lutber 
invent the Creed, the Ten Commandments, the 


two Sacraments? Theſe are the Things in 


which our Religion conſiſts : and theirs conſiſts 
in the ſame. Only they have added by Degrees, 
a Number of lee falſe, and wicked "Things 
to them, which we have caſt off again. Our 
Religion thereſore is the ancient Chriſtianity, 


profeſſed from ihe Days of the Apoſtles. But 


where was their Religion in thoſe Days, I mean 
the Doctrines in which they differ from us? All 
of them, hundreds of Years later; many of them 
a thouſand; ſome of them eſtabliſhed no longer 
ago than the Council of Trent, which is ſince 


the Time of Luther, For then, and not be- 
fore, was it, that they filled up the Meaſure of 


their Iniquities, which had long been growing; 
equalled their own Traditions to the Word of 
God, and added a new Creed to the old one. 
Our rejeQing their additional DoQrines, we 
own, is new; and no Wonder: for the Doctrines 
themſelves are new. Some of them indeed 
reigned much too long: had they been rejected 
ſooner, it had been the better: but better late 
than never. Still, our denying theſe, is no 
more Part of our Religion, properly ſpeaking, 
than our denying Mabometaniſm, or the Idolatry of 
the Cline, is Part of our Religion, Were it 
not for.their preſſing them upon us, our People 


ſhould never hear them mentioned. We take no 
Pleaſure in expoſing their Abſurdities, but are 
heartily grieved at them : and have much better 
Employment for our Hearers than theſe Con- 
troverſies, did not their reſtleſs Endeavours 
to pervert Men, make it ſometimes ds” 

| ut 
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But this Plea of their Church being the moft 
ancient, they ſometimes put in a different Form : 
and tell us, that either the Romiſh Church eſta- 
bliſhed here before the Reformation was the true 
Church, or it was not, If it was, why do we 
proteſt againſt it? If it was not, how can ours be 
a true Church, which is derived from it? The. 
Anſwer is very plain. In one Reſpect, as their 
Church profeſſed the Fundamentals of Chrit- 
anity, it was, and is a true Church; and ſo far 
ours is derived from it. In another ReſpeQ, as it 
obſcured and contradicted them by unjuſtifiabie 
DoQrines and Practices, it was not a trot 
Church; and ſo far we proteſt againft it. Their 
Truths we have preſerved : their Errors we have 
rejected. In one Senſe we are the ſame Church 
with them ftill : in the other we are not the 
ſame, but a much better, 

Another Way which they have of arguing 
againſt the Reformation, is aſperſing the Charac- 
ters of thoſe who were engaged in it, and 
aſcribing bad Motives to them. Now as to this: 
if the main Thing done was right, as it plainly 


was, what Sort of Inſtrument God employed in 


it, or what their perſonal Inducements were, is 
of no Conſequence to us in the leaſt, Jebu was 
an Inſtrument of God in deſtroying Baal out of 
Ijrael, and executing Vengeance on the Houſe 
of Ahab: yet very wicked in ſome Reſpects (n). 
So was Henry the VIII. commendable in deſtroy- 
ing the Supremacy of the Pope, yet highly 


blameable in other Things. The greateſt part 


of the Reformers were very good Men, and ad- 

ed from the beſt of Motives. Some of them 

had doubtleſs great Faults, and might act 

from bad Motives. Nay, ſuch as meant very 
(n) 2 Kings x. 28, — 31, 

| well, 
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well, might, in particular Things, do very ill. 
For what conſtantly happened in all other 
Caſes, no Wonder if it happened in this. 
However, the moſt blameable were not near ſo 
bad, as the Malice of their Adverſaries repre- 
ſent them : and had they been much worſe, yet 
they could ſcarce poſſibly be ſo bad as ſome of 
thoſe, Princes, and even of thoſe Popes were, 
who built up the Antichriſtian Power, which 

theſe Men demoliſhed. 
But whatever becomes of this Compariſon, 
{till, upon the whole, theirs 1s the Church, they 
tell us, in which the moſt numerous and brighteſt 
Inſtances of Devotion, Self-denial, and good 
Works, have ſhone forth, as the many Hiſtories 
of their Saints fully prove: ours is a low, carnal 
Religion; moſt of our People are very bad, few 
or none of them eminently good: and that muſt 
be the beſt Church, which makes the beſt Men. 
Now the Truth is, . theſe magnified Inſtances of 
Piety of theirs, are moſt of them Inftances only 
of mere Superſtition, or blind Zeal: and the 
Saints which they have canonized, were, many of 
them, very weak, and ſome of them, very wick- 
ed Perſons, whoſe Lives are pompouſly dreſſed up 
in Legends and Fables, to amuſe and miſlead the 
Ignorant. We, for our parts, leave them to 
make a Noiſe with fanciful Ways of being religi- 
ous; and doubt not, but we pleaſe God much 
better. by performing quietly the real Duties of 
Life, And, though we acknowledge and lament 
that a Failure in theſe is too general amongſt us, 
'yet. we muſt remind them, when they inſult us, 
upon this, that there is no where on Farth more 
vile and more open Wickedneſs, than where Po- 
pery reigns without Controul. If, when they 
live under Proteſtant Governments, they live in 
| a more 


— 
* 


V 
a mare Chriſtian Manner, we are heartily glad 


of it. But ſtill we hope, even here the Lives of 


our People are not worſe than theirs; and we are 
ſure it is not the Fault of our Religion, if they 
are not much better. 

But, they tell us, however theſe Things 
may be, yet their Communion is undoubted- 
ly the ſafer of the two. For they ſay we 
cannot be ſaved, and we own they may be 
ſaved: and that Church is plainly the ſafer, 
in which both Sides acknowledge Salvation 1s to 
be had. But conſider : does their ſaying we are 
not ſafe, make us ever the leſs ſo in Reality ? 
The Queſtion is, Upon what Grounds do they 
ſay it? Why, upon none at all, as I have ſhewn 
you. And therefore all they can prove by ſaying 


it, is their own Confidence, of which thoſe Per- 
. fons have generally the moſt, who have the leaſt 


Reaſon for it: and their own Uncharitableneſs, 
for which, if we at all underſtand Chriſtianity, 
no Side will ever be the ſafer. Well: but we 
do not deny, that they may be ſaved. No more 
do I or they deny, but even a virtuous Heathen 
may have ſome degree of Happineſs in another 
Life. Suppoſe then he ſhould take it into his 
Head to deny that a Chriſtian could, muſt I turn 
Heathen to be of the fafer Side? You ſee it is 
juſt the ſame Caſe. But after all, do we lay it 
down as a Rule without Exception, that all Pa- 
piſts may be ſaved? We dare not ſay ſo. Some 
of them go much more unjuſtifiable Lengths 
than others: the ill Things that many of them 
do, they do in Ignorance : this, we hope, will be 
an Excuſe for them in a great Meaſure. Yet, 
even for the moſt ignorant, their Salvation 1s 
grievouſly hazardous, amidſt ſo many Corrupti- 
ons, which, one ſhould think, even They might 
perceive to be ſuch, and ſo many Temptations to 

neglect 
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Worſhip alone; ſafe to reteive the holy Com- 
munion as our Lord himſelf gave it, to pray in 
a Language you all underſtand, and make that 


holy Word which was written for your Learning 
Ir), the Foundation and Rule of your Faith, 
your Practice, and your Hopes. Fear not but 
you are ſafe in doing thus; whether the Romanifis 
be ſafe in doing otherwiſe or not. God grant 
they may ! but God forbid that any of us ſhould 
try. Bear with me now but a few Minutes lon- 
ger, whilſt T give you in Concluſion ſome ſeaſon- 
able Directions for your Behaviour towards thoſe 
of that Church. 

Firſt then let none of their bad Doctrines or 
Pra &ices ever tempt you in the Jeaſt to any hard 
Treatment of them, any Incivility or ſecret II- 
will towards them. Juſtice and Mercy, Equity 
and Charity, are main Parts of Religion : and a 
Failure in theſe is one of the worſt Hereſics into 
which we can fall. We know the Church of 
Rome hath failed in them greatlyz our Anceſtors 
have felt their Cruelty ; our Proteſtant Brethren 
abroad groan under it at this Day, and may God 
preſerve us and our Poſterity from the Danger of 
it; for never bad they Mercy long when they 
had Power. Careful Self-Defence againſt ſuch a 
Spirit muſt be allowed us: but, as to any Thing 
farther, in thoſe Things for which we blame 
them, let us not be like them. The ſevere 
Laws we have in force againſt them are not for 


their religious Opinions; but for their refuſing: 
to own, and promiſe due Obedience to, the Go-' 


vernment under which they hve : and they have 
long Experience that nothing but abſolute Ne- 


ceſſity will ever obiige our Superiors to put any 


(r) Rom. xv. 4. 
of 
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They are to prove, if they can, that every one of 
their Doctrines is not only true, but an Article of 
Faith, and every one of their Practices not only 
lawful, but neceſſary. Till they have done all 
this, you have no Reaſon to change: and when 
they have done it, we allow you to change. But 
obſerve one Thing: if you hear them deny an 


| of the Points with which they have been charged, 


do not be ſtaggered at it. Would to God they were. 
not guilty of them They would be more in the 
right, and we ſhould never be the leſs ſo. But do 
not think a Charge unjuſt, becauſe they confi- 
dently ſay it is. The more ignorant of them here 
among us, perhaps, do not know the worſt Part 
of their Doctrines: and the more learned will not 
own them, *tili they are forced. Theſe Conceal- 
ments are no new Things with them. In ſome 
Countries many of their Miſſionaries have con- 
cealed a great Part of the Chriſtianity they pre- 
tended to teach, and allowed Heatheniſm to be 
blended with it-in order to make Converts, ſuch 
as they are, the more eaſily. No Wonder then 
if here they veil over their Corruptions with a 
fair Maſk, which, if we do not pull off, they will 
not throw off, tili the proper Time comes. 
Another Thing is, If ever you ſhould be preſ- 
ſed with any of their Arguments which I have 
mentioned, and not perhaps remember the An- 
ſwer to it, ſtill remember you have heard it an- 
ſwered: and any one of you may, at any Time 
when you deſire it, have the Anſwer repeated and 
farther explained to you · Or if any other Argu- 
ment ſhould be uſed, to which youcannot of your- 
ſelves reply, conſult thoſe that can: tell us your 
Difficulties in Time; be aſſured ſuch:as would 
keep you from this do not mean honeſtly ; give 


us but a fair hearing before you determine 
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whilſt we are divided and negligent about theſe 
Matters, the Emiſſaries of the Church of Rome are 
united and active, and never with more ſanguine 
Hopes, than when they can plead Experience, 
that the Liberty allowed by the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion leads Men of Courſe to throw off all Reli- 
gion, Theſe are plain Reaſons for a public Re- 
gard to Piety and Virtue : and there are yet more 
important ones for a private conſcientious Prac- 
tice of them : for that, after all, is the only 
Thing that will eftabliſh us in the Truth, fill our 
Hearts with Peace and Comfort in this Life, and 
give us everlaſting Happineſs in the next. If 
then you have any Concern either for the Ho- 
nour of that Church to which you belong, for 
the Welfare of your Country, or the Salvation 
of your Souls, Jet your Converſation be as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chrift (w). Pity and pray for them 
who are in Error, that God would wa them Re- 


pentance to the acknowledging of the Truth (x), and 


building up yourſelves, as St. Fude exhorts, on your 
moſt holy Faith, keep your ſelves in the Love of Gd; 
looking for the Mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
eternal Life (y). Now unto him that is able to keep 


you from falling, and to preſent you faulileſs before 


the Preſence of his Glory with exceeding Foy, to the 
only wiſe God our Saviour be Glory and 4 ee, Do- 


minion and Power, both now and ever. Amen (Zz). 


(w) Phil. i. 27, x) 2 Tim. ii. 25. 
(y) Jude, ver. 20, 21. 8 Jude, ver. 24, 26. 
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Henrews xiii. g. 


| Be not carried about with diverſe and 
firange Dofirmes. 


MONGS TT the diverſe and ſtrange 
Doctrines, which are induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated in this Country, and in this unſet- 
tled and fanatical Age, there are none 
| more dangerous than thoſe of PoPERY ; the 
| Progreſs and the Inſolence of which is Matter 
of public Complaint, and the Eſtabliſhment 
of which would infallibly be the Deſtruc- 
tion of our Church and State, of our Laws 
and Liberties, of our Properties and of our 


| Lives. 


The Proteſtant Writers, ever ſince the Re- 
formation, have frequently and effectually ex- 
poſed and confuted this pernicious Religion, 
and none of them better than thoſe of our 
own Nation; ſo that nothing or very little 
that is New, can be ſaid on this Occaſion, 
1 4+ propoſe therefore to collect what hath 

been urged by ſome of our beſt Authors, 
and to contract it into the Compaſs of one 

Diſcourſe, 
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The Church of Rome pretends to be the 
Mother and Miſtreſs of all Churches ; and 
the Biſhop of Rome calls himſelf, as Succeſſor 
of St. Peter, the ſupreme and univerſal Paſ- 
tor of the Church of ChRIST, by divine 
Appointment ; ſo that it is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation for every human Creature to be ſub- 
jet to him. Of all this Dominion there is 
not the leaſt Intimation in Scripture ; and it 
is highly abſurd that all the World ſhould 
be obliged to repair to the Court of Rome, 
for the decifion of all Queſtions, and to ſub- 
mit to the Judgment of a Man, who is per- 
haps the moſt ignorant and the moſt wicked 
of all Mankind. I do them no Wrong : ſeve- 
ral of theſe Prelates have been fo repreſented 
even by Writers of their own Communion, 


The Church of Rome claims Infallibility ; 
and in this ſhe is very tiff and, peremptory, 
though ſhe cannot tell where it is ſeated, 
whether in the Pope alone, or in a Council 
alone, or in both together, or in the whole 
Body of the Chriſtans of her Communion. 
However ſhe 1s ſure that ſhe has it ſome- 
where. 


It is ſtrange that this Privilege ſhould have 


been from the beginning of Chriſtianity con- 


ferred upon the Roman Church, and yet that 
very Church ſhould be at a loſs where to 
find it. Nothing could have fallen out more 
unluckily than that there ſhould be ſuch end- 


leſs Differences amongſt them, about that 
which 


A 
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which they pretend to, be the, only Method 
of ending all Differences. 


Concerning Repentance, the Church of 
Rome teaches that he who confeſſes his Sins 
to the Prieſt with ſome degree of Sorrow, 
and receives his Abſolution, ſhall go to Hea- 
ven, though he hath led the moſt abomi- 
nable Life. This is eaſy enough ; but the 
Difficulty is to believe it to be True: and if 
it be True, the Arguments for Holineſs will 
have ſmall Influence upon corrupted Minds, 
when Remiſſion of Sins may be obtained on 
lo cheap Terms. 


Concerning the State of Men after Death, 
the Roman Church teaches that there is a 
Purgatory, or Place of temporary Puniſh- 
ment, from which the Souls of Catholics 
may be releaſed and tranſlated into Heaven, 
by the Prayers of the Living, and the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs, and pious Legacies left 
for ſuch Purpoſes. This Doctrine is too 
Gainful to be eaſily given up; and this pre- 
vailing Force of Prayers and Maſſes, reſts 
principally upon the Viſions of ſome mad 
Nuns and Monks, and the Fictions of ſome 
crafty Ones, 


The Church of Rome teaches, that in the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper there is a 


ſubſtantial Change made of the Bread and 


Wine into the natural Body and Blood of 
A 3 CHRIST, 
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Chars, and this they call Tranſubſtantia- 


tion. 


Concerning which Doctrine it may be faid 


truly and without Exaggeration, that in all 
the various Religions of the World, there is 
not any Article or Propoſition impoſed upon 
the Belief of Men, that is half ſo unreaſon- 
able and ſo hard to be ſwallowed as this, 
And indeed who'o:ver thinks that ſuch a Col- 
lection of Impoſſibilities and Contradictions, 
can be wrought by the muttering of five 
Latin Words, muſt believe it with his Will 
and not with his Underſtanding, Yet this 


in the Church of Rome is eſteemed one of 


the moſt important Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith; though there is no more Foundation 
for it in Scripture than there is any Proof 
there that out Saviour is really and ſubſtan- 
tially a Rock, a Vine, a Door, a Lion, a 
Lamb; or that Gop hath Eyes and Ears, 
and Hands and Feet. 

But this is not all. It is a DoQrine which 
undermines the very Foundations of Chriſ- 
tianity, and is the Sponge of all Religion, 
becauſe it deſtroys the Teſtimony of the 
Senſes, | 


If the Teſtimony of Senſe may be truſted, 
Tranſubſtantiation is Falſe ; and if the Teſ- 
timony of Senſe cannot be truſted, no Man 


is ſure that Chriſtianity is True: for the 
utmoſt 
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utmoſt Aſſurance that the Apoſtles had of 
its Truth was the Teſtimony of their own 
Senſes concerning our Saviour's Miracles and 
their own ; and this Teftimony every Man 
has againſt Tranſubſtantiation. Hence it 
plainly follows that no Man, not the Apoſ- 
tles themſelves, had more Reaſon to think 
Chriſtianity to be True, than every 
Man hath to think Tranfubſtantiation to be 
Falſe. 

When a Papiſt tells you that Tranſubſtan- 
tiat on is taught in theſe Words of Scrip- 
ture, This is my Body, you may challenge 
him to ſhew you any ſuch Words there. 
When he produces the Book and ſhews them 
to you, you may tell him, that indeed you 
ſee them with your Eyes, but that we muſt 


not traſt to the Teſtimony of our Senſes. 
And ſo endeth the Diſpute. 


The Church of Rome teacheth that Kings 
ought to be depoſed in cafe of Hereſy, and 
that the Subjects are abſolved from their 
Allegiance to them. And this is not a mere 
ſpeculative Opinion, but hath been frequently 
practiſed by the Biſhops of Rome, as every 
one knows who knows any Thing of former 
Times; for the Troubles and Confuſions 
which were occaſioned by it, make up a good 
Part of the Hiſtory of ſeveral Ages. 


The Church of Rome, teaches that Here- 


tics, that 1s, all who differ from her in Mat- 
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ters of F aith, are to be compelled by Violence 


to ſubmit to her, or to be extirpated by Fire and 


Sword, and charges all her Children to endea- 
vour this to the utmoſt of their Power. This 
Doctrine, like that of depoſing Kings, is not 
at all Times and in all Places alike frankly and 
openly avowed. Aſk a Papiſt here in England, 
and he probably will deny it to be a Doctrine of 
his Church. But it is Popiſh Doctrine, and 
Popiſh Practice, though it is not thought ſafe 
and convenient always to declare and defend 
it. 

The Church of Rome hath eſtabliſhed in 
various Places, Courts of Judicature called Inqui- 
fitions ; the like to which, for their clandeſtine 
manner of Proceeding, for their unjuſt and ar- 
bitrary Rules, for their barbarous uſage of Mens 
Perſons, and the Cruelty of their Torments to 
extort Confeſſions, the Sun never ſaw erected 
under any Government upon Earth by Men of 
any Religion whatſcever. | 


The Church of Rome, by holy Wars and 
pious Maſſacres, hath ſhed ten times more 
Chriſtian Blood than all the Heathen Perſecu- 


tions put together, 


The Church of Rome teaches that no Faith 
is to be kept with Heretics, no Promiſes, no 
Covenants, and no Oaths; a Doctrine ſo deteſta- 
ble and fo fraught with Miſchief to Society, that 
to mention it is to confute it. 


The 
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The Church of Rome is moſt remarkably de- 
ficient in Charity. She pretends to have all 
Faith, Faith in its utmoſt Perfection, to the 
degree of Infallibility; but ſhe allows no Crea- 
ture in the World beſides her own Children to 
have the leaſt degree of Faith, though he ſhould 
believe every Thing that is contained in the 
New Teſtament, becauſe he does not believe it 
upon her Vord and Authority. This is a moſt 
impudent Pretence ; and yet, if it were True, 
St. Paul hath told us, that “ he who bath all 
Faith, if he have no Charity, is nothing.” 


Aſtoniſhing it is that they who hate and perſe- 
cute Chriſtians, and declare them to be in a ſtate 
of Damnation, do all the while moſt confidently 
pretend to be the Diſciples of Jesvs, and will 
allow none to be ſo but themſelves, That 
Church which excommunicates all other Chril- . 
tian Churches in the World, and if ſhe could, 
would extirpate them out of the World, yet will 
needs aſſume to herſelf to be the only Chriſtian 
Church; juſt as if our Sa viouk had ſaid ; 
Hereby mall all Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye hang and burn one another. 


The Church of Rome ſorbids private Jada: 
ment, and the exerciſe of Reaſon in matters. of 
Religion. Now nothing, is more evidently abs 
ſurd than to reaſon againſt the uſe of Reaſon ; for 
if the Argument itſelf is good, Reaſon muſt be a 
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good Thing; and if the Argument be bad, it 
only proves the Folly of him who uſes it. 


Indeed our Adverſaries are forced to grant us 
as much as we can deſire. For, though they 
deny a Man the Liberty of judging in particular 
points of Religion, yet they are forced to allow 
him a Liberty of judging upon the whole, 


When they would perſuade a Few, a Mahome- 


tan, or a Pagan to receive Chriſtianity, or an 
Heretic, as they are pleaſed to call us, to come 
over to their Communion, and offer Arguments 
to induce him, they do by this very Method, 
whether they will or no, make that Man a 
Judge which is the true Religion and the true 
Church. Now no ſhadow of Reaſon can be 
given why. a Man ſhould be fit to judge upon 
the whole, and yet unfit to judge upon particular 
points; eſpecially if it be conſidered that none 
can make a diſcreet Judgment upon any Reli- 
gion, before he has examined its particular Doc- 
trines and decided concerning them. It is not 
credible that Gop ſhould give us a Capacity of 
deciding the moſt fundamental and important 
Matter, for no other End, but to chooſe once for 
all to whom we muſt reſign our Judgment for 
ever. This is as reaſonable, and as modeſt, 
as if one ſhould affirm that God hath given a 
Man two Eyes for no other End than that he 
ſhould look ſharply out once for all, and pitch 
upon ſome blind Guide who thould have the 

| Office 
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Office of leading him about blindfolded all the 
Days of bis Life. 


The Church of Rome celebrates the divine 
Service in an unknown T'ongue. This is con- 
trary to the Practice of the primitive Church, 
and to the great End of religious Worſhip, 
which 1s Edification ; for it is hard to imagine 
how Men can be improved by that which they 
do not underſtand. This is a direct Contradic- 
tion to St. Paul, who hath no leſs than a whole 
Chapter wherein he confutes this Practice as 
fully and condemns it as plainly as any T hing is 
condemned in the whole Bible; and they who 
can have the Face to maintain it, need not bluſh 
at any Thing. | 


The Church of Rome recommends Ignorance 
as the Mother and the Nurſe of Devotion, 


diſcourages as much as ſhe can the reading of 


the holy Scriptures, and keeps them from the 
common People. This Tyranny ſhe has exer- 
ciſed over thoſe of her Ctmidalcn for ſeveral 
Ages, It grew upon the Chriſtian World by 
degrees ; for whilſt by the Inundation of bar- 
barous Nations, and the Decline of Learning, 
the Romans, in a great meaſure, loft their Lan- 
guage, the Governors of the Church ſtill kept 
up the Scriptures and the Service of God in the 
Latin Tongue, which at laſt was unknown to 
the common People. And then, to complete 
all, _- Latin Bible which is only a Tranſlation, 
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and ſometimes a wrong one, hath been pre- 
ferred to the original Text. 


ſealed Book, which the People are not worthy 

to open, and our SAvIOUR's Doctrine, which 

he calls the Bread of Life, is like the Shew- 

bread amongſt the Jews, of which none might 
| eat but the Prieſts, unleſs now and then, by 
an extraordinary Favour. and Licence from the 
| | | 


'Thus the holy Scriptures have been made a | 


Biſhop. 


| Nothing ſure was evet more aſtoniſhing than 
| this uncharitable. and crue} Uſage of the People 
in the Church of Rome. It is not eaſy to decide 
whether is the ſtrangeſt, the Inſolence of the 
Governors in impoſing upon Men this ſenſeleſs 
way of ſerving Gon, or the tame Stupidity of 
the People in bearing ſuch Treatment. Why 
'l ſhould reaſonable Creatures be uſed at this rude 
| | and barbarous Rate? as if they were not worthy 
| to be acquainted with the Will of Gop; and 


li, as if what every Man ought to do were not fit 
if for every Man to know ; as if the common Peo- 
5 ple had only Bodies to be preſent with at divine 
| | Service, and no Souls; or as if they were diſ- 
it tracted, and could not bear too much Light. 


And yet; after all, their Spiritual Fathers have 
a good Reaſon for acting thus, though they care — 
not to own it; for ſince the Scripture is directly 
contrary to many of their Doctrines, they ought 
in Prudence to conceal it as much as they can, 
| and 
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and keep it out of Sight, and to repreſent it as 
an hurtful or an unintelligible Book. Therefore 
fome Writers of that Communion have been 
permitted to ſpeak of it even with Inſolence 
and Contempt, to repreſent it as an inſufficient 
Law of Faith and Manners, a Leaden Rule, 
which may be bent and,twiſted every way. 


It is true indeed that the Church of Rome, 
tho' ſhe with-holds the Bible from her Children, 
gives them the Legends of the Saints, and other 
godly Books, many of which are only fit to 
create Contempt of Religion; and if Chriſtianity 
were in teality ſuch as it is there repreſented, 
a wiſe Man would be ſtrongly tempted to have 


nothing to do with it, and to ſay, Let my Soul 
be with the Philoſophers. 


The Church of Rome hath added to the Cano- 
nical Books of the Old Teſtament, thoſe which 
are called Apocryphal, the beſt of which are 
not of ſacred Authority, and ſome of which 
are of no Credit at all. 


They have farther added to the Scriptures, 
to the written Word of Gop, an unwritten 


Word, which they call Oral Tradition from 
CnRISH and his Apoſtles ; and this they declare 
to be of equal Authority with the Scriptures 
themſelves, and to be received with the ſame! 
pious Veneration. Yet it is evident that no- 
thing can be more uncertain, more liable. to 
Alteration and Miſtake than Tradition at the 

Diftance 
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Diſtance of fo many Ages, brought down by 
Word of Mouth, and pafling through ſo many 
Mouths. S0 then, the general Rumour and 
Report of Things ſaid and done Seventeen Hun- 
dred Years ago, is of equal Authority with a 
Record and ah Hiſtory written at the Time !— 
Tradition among Chriſtians muſt in the Nature 
of Things be what Tradition was and is amongſt 
the Jews, a muddy Fountain of everlaſting 
| Nonſenſe. 


The Church of Rome gives the Communion 
in one Kind. And yet it is not denied that our 
SAVIOUR gave it in both Kinds, and that the 
Church for a "Thouſand Years together did the 
fame. This is a Sacrilegious taking away an 
eſſential Part of the Sacrament ; for the Wine 
is as neceſſary as the Bread, and they might 
as well and by the ſame Authority take away 


the one as the other, and both as well as 


either. 


The Church of Rome hath appointed the Wor- 
ſhip of Imageb; which Practice, notwithſland- 
ing all her refined Diſtinctions about it, is as 
much againſt the Second Commandment, as the 
malicious” killing of a Man is againſt the Sixth. 
Their, Teachers therefore, in their ordinary 
Catechiſms and Manuals of Devotion, left out 
the Second Commandment, and to make up the 
number Ten, they divided the Tenth into Two, 
les che 5 of. the common People 

ſhould 
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ſhould ſtart at doing a Thing ſo directly contra- 
ry to the expreſs Law of Gop. 


They alſo worſhip the Conſecrated Bread and 
Wine, through a falſe Perſuaſion that they are 
ſubſtantially changed into the Body and Blood 
of CyrisT. This, by the Confeſſion of their 
own Writers, is an act of [dolatry, unleſs the 


Change be really made. 


The Church of Rome hath appointed the In- 
vocation and Worſhip of Saints and Angels, and 
particularly of the Virgin Mary, which hath 
been for ſeveral] Ages a main Part of the public 
Worſhip of the Papiſts, and of their private 
Devations too ; and for one Prayer which they 
make to God, they preſent Ten Addreſles to 


the Virgin, our Lady, the Queen of Heaven, 
and the Mother of Gop, as they abſurdly call 
her; and they have burleſqued the whole 

Book of P/alms, by applying to her what is 
there ſaid of God and of the Meſſias. Accord- 
ing to them, there are in Heaven Advocates and 
Patrons for all Occaſions, Protec: ors for all Pro- 
feſſions and Trades, Curers of all ſorts of 
Diſeaſes, both of Men and of Beaſts, Removers 
of all ſorts of Evils, and Givers of all ſorts of 
Bleſſings, of whom the Chief is the Queen of 
Heaven. Any one who had never ſeen the 
Bible would conclude that more had been ſaid 
concerning the Bleſſed Virgin in Scripture than 


concerning Gob and CHRIST, and that the 
New 
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New Teſtament were from the Beginning to the 
End full of Precepts and Exhortations to worſhip 
her. And yet, there is not one ſingle Sentence 
there that ſounds that way. 


Some of their moſt eminent Saints are mag- 
nified for ſaying and doing the moſt ridiculous 
Things, and their Saintſhip ſeems to be founded 
upon the following Suppoſitions, that Fools and 
Lunaticks are inſpired, that he who is very filly 
in all other Reſpects is very knowing in Religi- 
on, and muſt needs abound with Grace, becauſe 
he has no Wit; that preaching to Fiſhes, Birds, 
and Beaſts is Humility, and that Naſtineſs and 
Rags are Chriſtian Virtues. We read of ſuper- 
ſtitious Princes who have procured the old Gar- 
ments of Saints, and wrapped themſelves up in 
them, as if Piety were like the Itch, and might 
be catched by wearing the foul Clothes of a 
Monk. 

The Church of Rome recommends to thoſe 


who would make an extraordinary Progreſs in 
Goodneſs, Abſtinence from ſeveral ſorts of 


Meats, watching, and afflicting the Body with 
various Rigours, and Pilgrimages to diſtant 
Places. Theſe were mean and Pagan Notions 
of the Deity; and abſurd Practices grounded 
upon them, are no where recommended in 
Scripture, nor have we any Example there, be- 
ſide. that of the Prieſts of Baal, who wounded 
themſelves to incline their Gop to hear them. 


Theſe 
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We, 

Theſe are voluntary Superſtitions which our 
heavenly Father requires at no Man's Hands : 
and certainly he who mortifies his Paſſions and 
ſubdues his Luſts may be good, though he ne- 
ver whipped himſelf, and may find his way to 
Heaven, though he never turned Vagabond, 
or walked barefoot to the Tomb of our Thomas 
Becket, or of ſome other Saint of equal value. 


The Church of Rome hath introduced a Mul- 
titude of burdenſome Ceremonies, ſilly Obſer- 
vances, and ſuperſtitious Conceits, which tend 
to make Religion appear contemptible and ridi- 
culous, and to the great Detriment of Virtue 
and Piety, and are contrary to the Direction 
given us by our Saviour, to remember that 
« God is a Spirit, and that he ought to be 
«© worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth.“ 


The Church of Rome enjoins Celibacy to the 
Clergy, and to a vaſt Number of Religious Or- 
ders, Male and Female ; a Command contrary 
to the plain Senſe of Scripture, and to the Practice 
of the firſt Chriſtians, and producing many 
Effects which it is not decent to mention. 


The Church of Rome recommends Vows of 

a monaſtic, ſolitary, and ſingle Life, which is 
againſt common Senſe, and the Intereſts of civil 
Society, and ſerves only to fill the World with 
Drones and Lunaticks. And indeed, all Vows 
in general are unneceſſary and imprudent ; and 
though they were permitted in Condeſcenſion to 
the 
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the Weakneſs of ruder Ages, yet were they 
never commanded in the Law, nor recommend- 
ed in the Goſpel. 


The Church of Rome requires all Perſons 
punctually to confels their Sins, and to lay open 
their Hearts at certain Times to the Prieſt; a 
Practice never commanded in Scripture, and a 
Bondage to which no ingenuous Mind knows 
how to ſubmit; and 1s as re:ſonable, a decent, 
and as modeſt, as if they had required all Per- 
ſons to go naked once a Year, or once a Month, 
to Church, 


The Church of Rome has ſuffered to paſs un- 
cenſured the Writings of many of her Divines, 
who in Caſuiſtry, as it is called, that is, in their 
Deciſions concerning Matters of Duty and of 
Conſcience, have been the Infamy of Chriſtia- 
nity ; ſo that a Man had much better be guided 
by the Roman Civil Law, and by Pagan Moraliſts, 
by Cicero or Epictetus, than by ſuch licentious 


Chriſtians. 


The Church of Rome teaches that there are 
ſome Perſons ſo excellently Good, that they do 
more than needs for their own Salvation. There- 
fore when they have performed as much for 
themſelves as in ſtrict Duty they are bound to 
do, and thereby have paid down a full and valua- 
ble Conſideration for Heaven, and as much as in 
equal Juſtice between God and Man it is worth, 


they may go to work again for their Friends, 
and 
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and begin a new Score, and from that Time 
forwards may put the Surpluſage of their good 
Works as a Debt upon God, to be laid up 
in the public Treaſury of the Church, which 
the Pope by his Pardons and Indulgencies may 
diſpenſe, and place to whoſe Account he pleaſes, 
And out of this Bank, which is kept at Rome, 
they who never took care to have any Righte- 
ouſneſs of their own, may be ſupplied at rea- 
ſonable Rates. 


To this they have a«vded a farther Supply of 
Grace, if there ſhould be any need of it, by 
the Sacrament of Extreme Unction; that be- 
ing anointed with Oil, they may flip out of the 
Hands of Evil Spirits. And thus by theſe 
Devices they have ſo contrived it, that Chriſtia- 
nity ſhould loſe its true Virtue and Efficacy upon 
the Hearts and Lives of Men, and inſtead of 
the Fruits of Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs 
ſhould produce the Weeds of Superitition and 
Folly. Or if it produce any real Virtues, yet 
even the Virtue of theſe Virtues is much de- 
baſed by their inſolent Pretences of Supereroga- 
tion, and by ſuch indecent Behaviour towards 


God. 


Now if we could ſuppoſe any Perſon ſo over- 
run with Grace and ſurſeited with Goodneſs, 
as to have more than will qualify him for eternal 
Life, yet there can be no aſſigning or transfer- 


ring it to another. No Man can become _— 
an 
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and inherently righteous by the Righteouſneſs 
of others, nor can a Man make over his Obe- 
dience to another, any more than he can give 
his Wit or his Learning to his Friends, or than 


a ſick Man can be made well by the Medicines 
which another ſhould take for him. 


No Man can be good by Deputy, or go to Hea- 
ven by Proxy ; and therefore theſe Supereroga- 
tions, theſe good Works with an hard Name, 
muſt be a fatal Deluſion to thoſe who place a 


Confidence in them, inſtead of * working out 
their own Salvation.” 


The Church of Rome hath taught that in 
the due Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, a 

right Intention of the Prieſt is neceſſary. 80 
then, if in Baptiſm the Prieft intend not to 
baptize the Perſon, it is no Baptifm, nor is the 
Perſon made a Chriſtian. Likewiſe in the 
LorRD's SUPPER, if the Prieſt intend not to 
conſecrate the Hoſt, it is no Sacrament, and 
the worſhipping the Wafer is Idolatry ; and in 
the Sacrament of Penance, though the Prieſt 
pronounce the Abſolution, if he intend not to 
abſolve the Penitent, nothing is done. So in 
Ordination, which is another of their Sacra- 
ments, if the Biſhop intend not to ordain the 
Man, he is no Prieſt, and whatever he does as 
a Prieſt aſterwards is of no Effect. So in 
Marriage, which alſo is a Sacrament with them, 
if the Intention of the Prieſt be wanting, there 


is 


"of 
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is no religious Contract, and the Parties live 
in Fornication, though they know it not. 


I will not even attempt to prove that all this 
is abſurd ; but only obſerve that ſince many Pa- 
piſts diſown the Doctrine, and endeavour to 
explain away the Determination of their Coun- 
cil of Trent upon it, it is not proper for us to 
preſs too much on this head. So let it paſs, as 
a Thing of which themſelves, or the wiſer Part 
of them, are aſhamed, 


The Church of Rome hath made uſe of deal 
Books and Records, and of falſe Tranſlations of 
old Chriſtian Writers, and is guilty of the mean 
trick of curtailing or ſuppreſſing any Thing, 
ancient or modern, which ſhe does not like, 

The Church of Rome, with all her Corrup- 
tions, ſeems to be ſo plainly foretold and ſet 
forth in the prophetic Parts of Scripture, that he 
muſt wink hard who can overlook it. 


The Church of Rome hath ever pretended 
to the Gift of Miracles; but as they are of 
very low Credit even amongſt many of her own 
Communion, ſhe cannot expect that we ſhould 
regard them. Several of them have been con- 
victed of Fraud and Impoſture ; and ſeveral of 
them are ſo fooliſh, uſeleſs, abſurd, frantic and 
frivolous, that they carry their own Con demna- 
tion ſtamped upon them. 

Laſtly; — Atheiſm hath been more pre- 
valent in Popiſh than in Proteſtant Nations, 

'The 
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The Reaſon is plain. It is the annual Spawn 
and the natural Effect of the groſs Superſtitions 
and corrupt Manners of the Romiſb Church and 
Court. | | bas 

From this Survey of Popery, its Deformity 
evidently appears, its dangerous and deteſtable 
Nature. Butas this Diſcourſe is levelled againſt 
Doctrines and not againſt Perſons, I would 
obviate a falſe Concluſion, which ſome may 
make from the Premiſes. They may judge that 
ſince the Religion is ſo bad, they who pro- 
feſs it muſt be no'leſs bad. This Inference 
would be uncharitable and falſe. There are 
amongſt them, as amongſt us, Perſons of Ho- 
nour, Probity, and Picty. The Truth ſeems 
to be that ſuch Perſons content themſelves with 
a certain implicit Faith, and profeſs to believe 
in general what the Church believes, But as 


they bave a natural Fund of Honeſty, and a 


virtuous Diſpoſition, they endeavour to live as 
Chriſtians ought, and are indeed far better than 
their Religion, if they underſtood it and prac- 
tiſed it, would permit them to be, 


